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What About Your Estate? 
 

Lesson Text:  Luke 12:16-21 
 

INTRODUCTION:  
A. Luke 12:16-21 - The ground of a certain rich man yielded plentifully.   

 17  And he thought within himself, saying, 'What shall I do, since I have no 
room to store my crops?'   
 18  So he said, 'I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build greater, 
and there I will store all my crops and my goods.   

  19  And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for many 
years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry."'   
 20  But God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; 

then whose will those things be which you have provided?'   

  21  "So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God” 
B. What a question! “Then whose will those things be which you have provided?” 
C. The Rich Farmer we have just read about . . .  
 1. Was not condemned for being rich. 
 2. Was not condemned for being successful. 
 3. Was not condemned for expand his business and his facilities. 
 4. He was not condemned for planning for the future.  
 5. He was condemned because he left God out of his reckoning, 
  a. It was God’s soil. 
  b. It was God’s seed. 
  c. It was God’s water. 
  d. it was God’s sunshine and rain. 
  e. It was God’s law of seedtime and harvest. 
  f. It was God’s increase of the yield. 
  g. It was to be God’s first fruits. 
  h. He left God out of it all and in so doing thought not of God . . .Nor others  
   . . . But only of himself and his desires.   
   1. He did not include God in His appreciation for his estate. 
   2. He did not include God in the planning for the future and distribution 

of His estate. 
   3. He was thinking and planning as if he would live forever on his won 

merit . . . But God told him, “ . . . Fool! This night your soul will be 

required of you; then whose will those things be which 

you have provided?”  

D. The Rich man was thinking in terms of “many years” . . . God said “tonight!”.  
Listening friends, God has the last word in all matters pertaining to people. 
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E. It is the question God asked in verse 20 that I direct your attention to - “. . . 
Whose will those things be which you have provided?” 

 1. Most of us in our lifetime will build up an estate. 
 2. Now that word “estate” sounds at first like a great mass of money, houses, 

land, and a portfolio of various holdings, but what ever we have and leave 
at our demise, regardless of amount, is our estate.  

 3. All our property interest which may consist of real estate (cash, insurance,   
  bonds, jewelry, shares of stock, automobiles, land, etc.) will probably 

amount to more that you may realize.  It may be $5,000,000, $5,000 or 
$5.00 

 4. We do not know how long we are going to live. 
  1. Some of us will live to be over eight, or ninety, or one hundred. 
  2. Some of us will depart this life earlier than those years. 
 5. 1 Timothy 6:7 -  For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we  
  can carry nothing out. 

6. Therefore, the question what disposition shall be made of our property,  
 becomes paramount. 

E. A number of Bible passages teach that we are stewards (Matthew 25:14-16, 
21, 30;   Revelation 22:12;  1 Corinthians 4:2). 

 1. A steward literally means God’s:   
  a. Administrator. 
  b. Supervisor 
  c. Manager 
 2.  We are in charge of God’s bounty on this earth, and after a while, we must 

give an account of that which God has given us, just like those men we 
read about in the Bible. 

 3. Because we are God’s stewards and because we desire to be good 
stewards, may we suggest that you make a will. 

 

EACH PERSON SHOULD MAKE A WILL! 
A. A statement from the pen of noted economist Roger Babson is appropriate to  
 our study:  “Too many people die without leaving wills.  The result—financial  
 tangles, family squabbles, lawsuits and a disposition of the property entirely   
 contrary to the wishes of the deceased.  Some day each of us will die, making  
 a will can neither hasten nor retard death, but a properly drawn will, executed  
 by a competent lawyer may save post mortem disputes and prevent the  
 distribution of an estate contrary to the wishes of the testator . . . Everyone,  
 man or woman,  who has real estate, bank accounts, securities, or a car,  
 should not wait until he is on his death bed either to frame this important  
 document. 
B. Six valid reasons for making a will. 
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 1. A will is the only instrument that speaks with authority after you are  
  gone.  It is the only way you can say how, to whom, and for what  
  purposes your property shall pass upon your death. 
 2. A will insures that our estate will be distributed according to our wishes.   
  a. If you fail to make a will, be it known that the State will exercise its own  
   will over your estate. 
  b. In that sense everyone has a will:   
   1. The one you make. 
   2. Or, the one the state makes for you. 
  c.  If you fail to make a will, thus allowing the sate to exercise its will over  
   your estate, it will do so without regard to your wishes. 
 3. A will prevents misunderstandings among out heirs. 
 4. A will permits us to say who will have charge of the handling of our estate. 
 5. It will reduce the expenses of probating the estate and may reduce the  
  estate tax. 
  a. Your family probably needs your assets more that the state does. 
  b. Your family will probably make better use of your estate than the will. 
  c. At the very time you actually need a will, it is too late to make one. 
 6. Making a will just makes for good Biblical stewardship. 
 

WHEN YOU MAKE A WILL, MAKE A CHRISTIAN 

WILL.   
A. The Lord made everything.  The Lord owns everything.  1 Corinthians 6:19  
 tells us that even we are not our own. 
B. We, as His stewards, owe to God the privilege of making proper distribution of 
 our estate after death, as well as proper handling of it while we live. 
C. Friends, since we are responsible to God and must give an accounting of   
 everything that comes into our hands, it follows that the obligation extends  
 somewhat beyond the grave because it is within our power to make proper  
 arrangements ahead of time. 
D.  A Christian should make his will thoroughly and prayerfully so that those  
 whom he loves are properly protected. 
E. By making a Christian will I mean this: 
 1. Your will is legal way to be sure that you leave anything to Christians 
  causes/works, etc. 
 2. By way of suggestion, bequests could include:       
  a. A congregation  (especially your home congregation) 
  b. Mission work  (stateside or abroad) 
  c. Christian works (Christian education, Christian child care, school of   
   preaching, etc.) 

c. Radio or television work that promotes the gospel of Christ.  
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MAKE YOUR WILL NOW!  WRITE THE WILL OF GOD 

INTO YOUR WILL.   
A. A will is a serious responsibility and you need to attend to it now. 
B. The eternal destiny of thousands and the actual welfare of your family may  
 depend upon it. 
C. How does one begin to make a will? 
 1. Consider what bequest you wish to make in your will. 
 2. Set up an appointment with a competent attorney.  Preferably, one that  
  specializes in estate planning. 
 3. Ask your estate attorney about: 
  a. Proper signing of your will.  What needs signing and what should not be  
   signed. 
  b. Proper witnessing of the signing of your will.  He/she will have staff here  
   to witness the signing should you not have others you want to designate. 
  c. Proper storage of you will.  Where to and where not to store your will. 
  d. Check your will periodically, perhaps every year of or. 
   1. The normal changes of life may suggest a needed change in your  
    will. 
   2. The caution here is not to scratch out or write in other things.  I have   
    read that such usually invalidates the will. 
   3. Perhaps a simple codicil could be prepared by your attorney.   
    Signatures and a witness will again become necessary. 
   4. Work with your attorney to make sure that at the time of your         demise your savings and checking accounts will not be frozen. 
   5. I have also read that the best will is the simplest one.   
   6. Your attorney can guide you properly in all aspects of making and 

drawing up a will. 
 
CONCLUSION: 
A Jesus said in Luke 12:15 – Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one's 

life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses. 
B. I have asked, “What about your estate?” 
 1. Each person should make a will. 
 2. When you make a will, make it a Christian will, remembering good works. 
 3. Make your will now! . . . And write the will of God into your will! 
C.  Let’s talk about another type of will—God’s will for you.  2 Peter 3:9 - . . . Not 

willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.  
D. God’s Plan for Man’s Salvation. 

 


