GENESIS: The Tower of Babel
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The Tower of Babel

Genesis 10:1-11:9

THE FAMILY OF JAPHETH. (1:1 - 2:3)

A. Gomer.
1. Gomerites settled northwest of the Black Sea.
2. From Gomer have come the Gauls, Britons, Russians, Germans.
B. Magog.
1. Settled north of the Caspian Sea.
2. From Magog came the Scythians.
C. Madai.
1. Settled Media, south of the Caspian Sea.
2. From Madai Came the Medes..
D. Javan.
1. Settled Greece.
2. From Javan came the Greeks and the Romans.
E. Tubal.
1. Settled between the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea.
2. From Tubal came the Iberians.
F. Meshech.
1. Settled between the Black Sea and the country of Armenia.
2. The Moschi came from him.
G. Tiras.
1. Settled in the vicinity of Constantinople.
2. The Thracians came from him.

THE FAMILY OF HAM. (10:6-14)

A. Cush.

1. Settled southward from Babel in Ethiopia, or Cush, south of Egypt.

B. Mizraim
1. Called Egypt.
2. From him came the Egyptians.
C. Phut.
1. Settled north Africa, west of Egypt.
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2. From him came the Libyans.
D. Canaan.
1. Settled in Palestine.
2. From him came the Cannanites.

THE FAMILY OF CANAAN (SON OF HAM). (10:15-20)

THE FAMILY OF SHEM. (10:21-32) From Shem to Abraham covering 10
generations (427 years).

A. Elam

1. Settled the country east of Babylon.

2. From him came the Elamites.
B. B. Ashur.

1. Settled on the east bank of the Tigris River,

2. From him came the Assyrians.
C. Arphaxad.

1. Settled in the Euphrates.

2. From him came the Babylonians or Chaldeans.
D. Lud.

1. The children of Lud inhabited Asia Minor.

2. From him came the Lydians, from whom the country of Lydia was named.
E. Aram.

1. Settled in what is know as Syria.

2. From him came the Syrians.

SUMMARY OF JAPHETH, HAM, AND SHEM.

A. Japheth.
1. Descendents were:
a. Greeks.
b. Thracians.
c. Scythians.
2. For the most part, Japheth’s descendants settled in Europe and Asia Minor.
B. Ham.
1. Descendants were:
a. Canaanites.
b. Egyptians.
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c. Philistines.
d. Hittites.
e. Amorites.

2. Ham’s descendants settled in Canaan, Egypt, and the rest of Africa.
C. Shem.
1. Descendants were:

a. Hebrews.
b. Chaldeans.
C. Assyrians.
d. Persians.
e. Syrians.

2. Shem’s descendants were called Semites.
3. From Shem came such Bible greats as:

1. Abraham.

Isaac.

Jacob.

David

Jesus, the Christ.

ok wn

THE TOWER OF BABEL AND THE CONFUSION OF
LANGUAGE. (11:1-9)

A. “The whole earth was one language.” (11:1)
B. The population was increasing.
C. Settled in the plain in the land of Shinar upon the lower Euphrates. (11:2)
D. Nimrod.
1. Genesis 10:8-10 — “Cush begot Nimrod; he began to be a mighty one on
the earth.
9 He was a mighty hunter before the LORD; therefore it is said, "Like
Nimrod the mighty hunter before the LORD."
10 And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, Erech, Accad, and
Calneh, in the land of Shinar.”
2. Grandson of Ham and Great Grandson of Noah.
3. The most outstanding leader in the 400 years between the flood and
Abraham.
4. “A mighty hunter” means he was a protector of the people at a time when

wild animals were a continual menace.
a. Early Babylonian seals represented a king in combat with a lion.
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b. This may be a tradition of Nimrod.
5. Seems to have been the leader in the Tower of Babel enterprise. (10:9)
6. Babylonia was long known as the “Land of Nimrod.”
7. Built major cities.
1. Babylon. Area cites of:
a. Erech
b. Accad
c. Calneh
2. Went 300 miles north and founded Nineveh. Area cities of:
a. Rehoboth
b. Calah
c. Resen
8. Was deified. His name identical with “Merodach.”
E. Made bricks and used slime for mortar. (11:3)
F. Two reasons for building the city and tower. (11:4)
1. Making their name great. (11:4)
2. Preventing dispersion. (11:4)
a. This is the opposite of what God wanted the people to do.
b. God wanted the people to scatter and subdue the earth.
G. God came down to see their progress on the construction of the city and
tower. (11:5)
1. “Let us go down, and there confound their language.” (11:7)
a. Occurred during the fourth generation after the flood.
b. 101 years after the flood.
c. 326 years before the call of Abraham.
2. Lord scattered them throughout the earth. (11:8) This was God’s method
for dispersing the race to its task of subduing the earth.
H. Called “Babel” because the Lord confounded their language. (11:9)



