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The Time of the Writing of the Revelation 
 

 
A. raditional dating places the writing of the Revelation under the reign of 

Domitian (81-96 A. D.) 
B.  Three important periods in the secnd half of the qst century. periods: 
 1.  Nero - 68A.D.  • Temple was still standing 

• Christians not necessarily persecuted outside Rome. Exiled 

• Emperor worship not demanded during the time of Nero. 
 2. Vespasian—78A.D. Did not persecute Christians. 
 3. Domitian 81 -96A.D. 
C.  What others have said. 
 1. Eusebius says that John was sent to Patmos during the latter part of  
  Domitian’s reign. 
 2.  lrenaeus also places the book at the same time as does Clement of 

Alexandria. 
 3.  It is also declared that John was 90 years of age at the time of his exile. 
D. Domitian was the emperor of Rome (81 — 96A.D.). He has gone down in  
 history as one who bathed his empire in the blood of Christians. 

1. His persecution of Christians was for the purpose of enforcing emperor  
worship.  Historyrecords that Domitian raised himself above all the other 
gods and chose for his statues themost hallowed sites in the temple and 
caused entire hosts of victims to be sacrificed for refusal to worship him. 

 2. The forms of persecution were many. 
  a. Some were put to death. 
  b. Some were exiled. Revelation 1:9 
 3. Some were tortured into a confession of the divinity of the emperor. 
 4. Some had their property confiscated. 
E. Strong external evidence points to Revelation having been written during 

Domitian’s reign. 
 1. Irenaeus (180A.D., a student of Polycarp, who was a student of John) 

wrote that the Apocalyptic vision “was seen not very long ago, almost in our 
own generation, at the close of the reign of Domitian2’ This is the strongest 
external evidence for the 96A.D. date. 

 2. Clement of Alexandria (220A.D.) says that John returned from the isle of 
Patmos “after the tyrant was dead.” Eusebius identifies the tyrant as 
Domitian. 

 3. Clement also speaks of John as being an “old man.” Later part of his life. At 
about 70A.D. John would have just been in his sixties. 

 4. Victorinus (approximately 3rd or 4th century, and author of the first 
commentary known on 
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 5. the book of Revelation) wrote, “When John said these things, he was in the 
island of Patmos, condemned to the mines by Caesar Domitian. There he 
saw the Apocalypse; and when at length grown old, he thought that he 
should receive his release by suffering; but Domitian being killed, he was 
liberated.” 

 6. Jerome (340—420 A. D.) said, “In the fourteenth year after Nero, Domitian 
having raised up a second persecution, he was banished to the island of 
Patmos, and wrote the Apocalypse.” 

     7. Eusebius (324 A. D.) contends that the tradition of his time placed the 
  writing of the Apocalypse at the close of the reign of Domitian. 
          


