
EVANGELISM – The Power of an Invitation 1 

The Power of an Invitation 
Luke 14:15-24 

 

INTRODUCTION: 
A. “. . . You do not have because you do not ask” (James 4:2). 
B.  Have you ever stopped to think of how different your life could be if it were not 

for the power of an invitation? 
C. Our lives, as well as the lives of others could be dramatically different today  

if we would simply muster the courage to ask for things we want. 
D. Annually our congregation hosts a Family & Friends Day . . . Well Attended 

(highest attendance of the year) . . . Delicious meal . . . great fellowship.  Let 
us not limit our invitations and efforts to that one day alone. 

E. There is something about an invitation... 
    1.  An invitation makes us feel special 
    2.  An invitation makes us feel wanted and accepted. 
F. An invitation is a powerful way to reach out to others... 
    1.  A man invites a lady out for a date 
    2.  A business person invites a client out for lunch 
    3.  A housewife invites a friend over for coffee and conversation 
    4.  A family invites another family to supper 
G. Invitations are important in the Bible as well... 
    1. Both God and Jesus extended invitations 
    2. People extended invitations to their families and friends 
 

NOTICE SEVERAL INVITATIONS IN THE BIBLE 
A. An invitation by Jesus  (John 1:35-39) . . . Two men, including Andrew 
B. An invitation by Andrew  (John 1:40-42) . . . His brother, Simon Peter 
C. An invitation by Jesus  (John 1:43-44) . . . Jesus called Philip 
D. An invitation by Philip  (John 1:45-51) . . . Philip called Nathaniel 
E. An invitation by Jesus  (John 4:1-26) . . . Jesus called the Samaritan woman 
F. An invitation by the Samaritan woman  (John 4:27-42) . . . The Samaritan  

woman called the people of her village 
 
OUR OBLIGATION TO INVITE 
A. It is not within our power to convert people to Jesus.  1 Corinthians 3:6-7 – “I  

planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase.  So then neither he who 
plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God who gives the increase.” 

B. It is however, our obligation to invite people to Jesus who can change them. 
C. Read Luke 14:15-24 

1. God is the preparer of the feast. 
2. His servants are left with the task of inviting. 
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 a. Customary to send two invitations: 
  1. The first to announce the event.   

a. The host told them the day but not the exact hour.   
b. He needed to know how many would be coming so he could 

prepare enough meat and other food items to be served and 
enjoyed by those accepting his invitation. 

2. The second to announce that everything was ready.  And that they 
should come on and enjoy the feast. 

b. Each of the guests in the parable had already agreed to attend the 
banquet.  The host expected them to be there. 
1. But instead of eagerly coming to the feast, all the guests insulted the 

host by refusing to attend, and in the process they all gave feeble 
excuses to defend their change in plans.  Their excuses centered 
around three things. 

 a. Possessions 
 b. Business 
 c. Natural affection 
2. Man may be caught without many things, but he will seldom ever be 

caught without an excuse. 
3. God’s first invitation came from Moses and the prophets . . . the second 

came from His Son. 
a. The religious leaders accepted the first invitation.  They believed God 

had called them to be His people. 
 b. However, they insulted God by refusing to accept His Son.  
4. Initial rejection was not an excuse for the servant to stop inviting. 
 a. The Christian life is a feast, not a funeral, and all are invited to come. 
 b. Each of us as believers must herald abroad the message, “Come, for all  

things are now ready.” 
  c. God wants to see His house filled. 

5. There is a sense of urgency about the invitation. 
D. Isaiah 2:3 - “Many people shall come and say, ‘Come, and let us go up to the  

mountain of the LORD, To the house.’” 
 1. This indicates that in the Kingdom of God, invitations will be extended to  
  others.  

2. We as Christians are responsible for extending that invitation.  Practical 
applications include: 
a. Inviting people to worship services 
b. Inviting them to study the Bible. 
c. Inviting them to obey the gospel of Christ. 

3. ILLUSTRATION:  I believe that personal inviting is where the future of the 
Lord's church lies.  As a method of contacting and influencing seekers, it is 
Number 1.  The institute for American Church Growth asked over 10,000 
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church-goers this question:  “What was responsible for your coming to 
Christ and this church? “ 

• 2% I had a special need  

• 3% I just walked in  

• 6% I liked the minister  

• 1% I visited here  

• 5% I liked the Sunday school  

• 1/2% I attended a gospel meeting  

• 3% I liked the programs  

• 79% A friend or relative invited me 
3. Sources to invite: 

a. Family         g. Denominational friends 
b. Friends . . . Close friends   h. Clubs and organizations 
c. Neighbors        i. School mates 
d. New residents       j. Work mates 
e. Store clerks       k. Volunteers you work with 
f. Families with new babies   l. Acquaintances 

 4. Biblical Examples: 
 a. Family:  Andrew brought his brother, Peter, to Jesus.  John 1:40-41 
 b. Workers:  Paul converted Aquila and Priscila.  Acts 18:1-3, 25-26 
 c. Friends and neighbors.  Samaritan woman brought almost the whole  

town or village.  John 4:28-30, 39-42 
 
CONCLUSION: 
A. Statistics overwhelmingly show that the vast majority of conversions that take  

place, take place because someone extended an invitation.  79% in the study 
we mentioned earlier. 

B. We can make a difference. 
C. We all have influence over others . . . use that influence for good.  Coming to 

worship is much easier for a newcomer who already knows someone in our 
congregation, especially someone who invited them to come. 

D. Who knows how history could be changed, how lives can be affected long  
after you have left this world, by the power of a simple invitation you offered. 

E. Jesus has extended you an invitation:  Matthew 11:29-30 – “Come to me, all  
 you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke  
 upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will  
 find rest for your soul.  For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” 
F.  God’s Plan for Man’s Salvation 


