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 The Long Haul 
Deuteronomy 6:6-9 

 
 

 

 Proverbs 22:6 - “Teach a youth about the way he should go even when he is 
old he will not depart from it.”  As a nation, we are geared to seek immediate 
gratification.  This mentality spills over into our teaching and parenting.  We want 
measurable results, and we want them quickly. 
 
 Thayer Salisbury of Toledo, Ohio writes, “The local school board sent a 
mailing that reflects this thinking.  They told us how many local students did well 
on the PSAT.  They told us how many graduates were going on to universities.  
They did not tell us how the graduates from ten, fifteen, or twenty years ago are 
doing.  Immediate results they can quantify and report; long-term results are not 
on their radar.” 
 
 Proverbs 22:6 is calling us to the long term perspective. 
  
 Training children (as parents, or as teachers) is hard work.  At times it can be 
unrewarding.  None of us will ever do it perfectly, nor do we have to.  But we 
strive to be persistent and consistent.  If we are, there will generally be a positive 
and a lasting result.  Remember that the real measure of success is not the 
scores on the exams, but the lives that are lived.  Henry R. Brandt once said, 
“Discipline . . . includes everything that you do in order to help children learn.” 
 
God’s Plan for Man’s Salvation 


