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The Bible & “2012”

Matthew 24:36

INTRODUCTION:
A. Culture influences life . . . And that not always for the better.

1.

Ray Vander Laan “Faith Lessons” videos and studies clearly indicate that
God wants His people to influence culture and set the standards in culture
rather than allowing evil to do so instead. So often it is the other way
around and Christians have to live in a culture defined by ungodly
influences.

lllustration: The University of Tennessee School of Social Work graduate
school male student wanted to talk to me about a Biblical matter. Had seen
the play or movie, Jesus Christ Superstar, and was led to believe that
Judas Iscariot had no choice but to betray Christ.  Utilizing the talents of
Tim Rice and Andrew Lloyd Webber, Jesus Christ Superstar is a rock
opera that became a musical. It highlights the political and interpersonal
struggles of Judas Iscariot and Jesus. The rock opera is based on John's
Gospel account of the last week of Jesus' life, beginning with the
preparation for Jesus' and his followers' arrival in Jerusalem and ending
with the Crucifixion. Twentieth-century attitudes and sensibilities as well as
contemporary slang pervade the lyrics and ironic allusions to modern life
are scattered throughout the political depiction of the events.

a. Its songs and music were released.

b. Became a Broadway play in the early 1970s.

c. Released as a movie in early 1973

d. Controversial for religionists . . . Influential on many.

B. Our culture is about to be influenced again by the powers that be in
Hollywood.

1.

On Friday, November 13, 2009, a new movie was released that is raised
many questions and influenced many gullible people. The movie is called
“2012.7

Directed by Roland Emmerich (Independence Day & The Day After
Tomorrow) and starring John Cusack, Amanda Peet, with Danny Glover
appearing as President Thomas Wilson, the film has a run time of 2 hours
38 minutes.

Utilizing the predictions of Michael de Nostradamus and the Mayan
Calendar, the conclusion is reached that the world will end on December
21, 2012. The movie has to do with the concept of Doomsday.

The doomsday theory has sprung from a Western idea, not a Mayan.
Mayans insist that the world will not end in 2012. The Mayans had a talent
for astronomy, and enthusiasts have found a series of astronomical
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alignments they say coincide in 2012, including one that happens roughly
only once every 25,800 years. Once every 25,800 years, the sun lines up
with the center of our Milky Way galaxy on a winter solstice, the sun's
lowest point in the horizon. The next time that will happen is on December
21, 2012; which happens to be the same day the Mayan calender expires.
In addition to the Mayan calendar, the modern doomsday myth is bolstered
several ostensibly scientific reasons for a disaster. Examples include a pole
shift, the "return" of Planet X or the Sun's sinister counterpart Nemesis, a
galactic, planetary, or other celestial alignment, global warming, global
cooling, a massive solar flare, a new ice age, and so on. None of these
have any basis in respected science. For example, the "galactic
alignment" between the sun, Earth, and galactic center happens every
December. The best alignment was reached in the 1990s and was
accompanied by its own set of doomsday theories. Alignments since then
have been increasingly poor.

C. People are going to be influenced . . . Religious beliefs are gong to be wrongly
formed and correct ones outright confronted and challenged. The doomsday
subject matter will be attention getting. December 21, 2012 is going to be in
the collective vocabulary of the world.

1.
2.

Christians need to know Bible truth rather than Hollywood fiction.

Faith needs to be reaffirmed instead of challenged and destroyed.
Christians need to know how to answer those who choose to believe
Hollywood rather than the Holy Spirit directed Scriptures. 1 Peter 3:15 —

“But sanctify the Lord God™ in your hearts, and always be ready to give a
defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with
meekness and fear.”

. Matthew 24:36 — “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the

angels of heaven,” but My Father only.”

FALSE DOOMSDAY PREDICTIONS & THEORIES

History has countless examples of people who have proclaimed that the return of
Jesus Christ is imminent, but perhaps there has never been a stranger
messenger than a hen in the English town of Leeds in 1806. It seems that a hen
began laying eggs on which the phrase "Christ is coming" was written. As news
of this miracle spread, many people became convinced that doomsday was at
hand - until a curious local actually watched the hen laying one of the prophetic
eggs and discovered someone had hatched a hoax.
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A. The Millerites, April 23, 1843

A New England farmer named William Miller, after several years of very
careful study of his Bible, concluded that God's chosen time to destroy the
world could be divined from a strict literal interpretation of scripture. As he
explained to anyone who would listen, the world would end some time
between March 21, 1843 and March 21, 1844. He preached and published
enough to eventually lead thousands of followers (known as Millerites) who
decided that the actual date was April 23, 1843. Many sold or gave away their
possessions, assuming they would not be needed; though when April 23
arrived (but Jesus didn't) the group eventually disbanded-some of them
forming what is now the Seventh Day Adventists.

B. Mormon Armageddon, 1891 or earlier

Joseph Smith, founder of the Mormon Church, called a meeting of his church
leaders in February 1835 to tell them that he had spoken to God recently, and
during their conversation he learned that Jesus would return within the next 56
years, after which the End Times would begin promptly.

C. Halley's Comet, 1910

In 1881, an astronomer discovered through spectral analysis that comet tails
include a deadly gas called cyanogen (related, as the name imples, to
cyanide). This was of only passing interest until someone realized that Earth
would pass through the tail of Halley's comet in 1910. Would everyone on the
planet be bathed in deadly toxic gas? That was the speculation reprinted on
the front pages of "The New York Times" and other newspapers, resulting in a
widespread panic across the United States and abroad. Finally even-headed
scientists explained that there was nothing to fear.

D. Pat Robertson, 1982

In May 1980, televangelist and Christian Coalition founder Pat Robertson
startled and alarmed many when - contrary to Matthew 24:36 ("No one knows
about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven...") he informed his "700
Club" TV show audience around the world that he knew when the world would
end. “I guarantee you by the end of 1982 there is going to be a judgment on
the world,” Robertson said.

E. Heaven's Gate, 1997
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When comet Hale-Bopp appeared in 1997, rumors surfaced that an alien
spacecraft was following the comet - covered up, of course, by NASA and the
astronomical community. Though the claim was refuted by astronomers (and
could be refuted by anyone with a good telescope), the rumors were
publicized on Art Bell's paranormal radio talk show "Coast to Coast AM."
These claims inspired a San Diego UFO cult named Heaven's Gate to
conclude that the world would end soon. The world did indeed end for 39 of
the cult members, who committed suicide on March 26, 1997.

F. Nostradamus, August 1999

The heavily obfuscated and metaphorical writings of Michel de Nostrdame
have intrigued people for over 400 years. His writings, the accuracy of which
relies heavily upon very flexible interpretations, have been translated and re-
translated in dozens of different versions. O ne of the most famous quatrains
read, "The year 1999, seventh month / From the sky will come great king of
terror.” Many Nostradamus devotees grew concerned that this was the famed
prognosticator's vision of Armageddon.

G.Y2K, Jan. 1, 2000

As the last century drew to a close, many people grew concerned that
computers might bring about doomsday. The problem, first noted in the early
1970s, was that many computers would not be able to tell the difference
between 2000 and 1900 dates. No one was really sure what that would do,
but many suggested catastrophic problems ranging from vast blackouts to
nuclear holocaust. Gun sales jumped and survivalists prepared to live in
bunkers, but the new millennium began with only a few glitches.

H. May 5, 2000

In case the Y2K bug didn't do us in, global catastrophe was assured by
Richard Noone, author of the 1997 book "5/5/2000 Ice: the Ultimate Disaster."
According to Noone, the Antarctic ice mass would be three miles thick by May
5, 2000 - a date in which the planets would be aligned in the heavens,
somehow resulting in a global icy death (or at least a lot of book sales).
Perhaps global warming kept the ice age at bay.

. God's Church Ministry, Fall 2008

According to God's Church minister Ronald Weinland, the end times are upon
us-- again. His 2006 book "2008: God's Final Witness" states that hundreds
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of millions of people will die, and by the end of 2006, "there will be a maximum
time of two years remaining before the world will be plunged into the worst
time of all human history. By the fall of 2008, the United States will have
collapsed as a world power, and no longer exist as an independent nation." As
the book notes, "Ronald Weinland places his reputation on the line as the end-
time prophet of God."

JESUS WILL COME A SECOND TIME & THE WORLD WILL END
A. It is a Biblical fact that the world will end. The Bible speaks with great
emphasis about the certainty of the return of Christ.
1. The Old Testament contains about 280 prophecies about Christ.
2. At least 370 New Testament verses refer to His second coming to judge
men.
3. There are 7,959 verses in the New Testament.
a. One out of every 25 touches on the theme of Christ’s return.
b. The doctrine of the second coming of Christ is found in 23 of the 27 New
Testament books.
4. 1 & 2 Thessalonians both deal with Eschatology ( A study of the end of the
world . . . Last things, etc.)
a. 1 Thessalonians has 5 chapters. Every chapter ends with a reference to
the second coming of Christ, with chapter 4 giving it major consideration.
b. 2 Thessalonians has 47 verses . .. And 18 of the 47 verses deal with
this subject.
B. What will happen when that God-appointed time comes?
1. There will be a great shout from the voice of the archangel.
1 Thessalonians 4:16 — “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God,
and the dead in Christ will rise first.”
2. The trumpet of God shall blow with a great loud noise.
1 Thessalonians 4:16 — “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God,
and the dead in Christ will rise first.”
3. The Lord Jesus will appear in the clouds and every eye shall see Him.
Revelation 1:7 — “Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will
see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will
mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen.”
4. Those who were Christians when they died will be resurrected first and will
be standing with Jesus in the clouds.
1 Thessalonians 4:14 —“ . . .Even so God will bring with Him those who
have fallen asleep in Jesus”
5. Christians still alive on the earth will then ascend up into the air to
join the presence of Christ and the faithful of ages past.
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1 Thessalonians 4:17 — “Then we who are alive and remain will be caught
up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we
shall always be with the Lord.”
5. Concerning those who are not Christians . ..
2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 — “And to give relief to you who are afflicted and to
us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His
mighty angels in flaming fire,
dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who
do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.
These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the
presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,”
7. Notice what else will happen. The heavens shall pass away with a
great noise and the elements and the earth will melt with fervent heat.
2 Peter 3:10 — “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the
heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with
intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.”

C. Knowing that all these things are certain . . . they are going to happen . . .
listen to the words of the apostle Peter in 2 Peter 3:11-14 — “Since all these
things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in
holy conduct and godliness,

looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which
the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with
intense heat!

But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new
earth, in which righteousness dwells.

Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found
by Him in peace, spotless and blameless.”

D. Listen to the apostle Paul in Romans 14:11-12 — “For it is written, "AS | LIVE,
SAYS THE LORD, EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW TO ME, AND EVERY
TONGUE SHALL GIVE PRAISE TO GOD."

CONCLUSION:

A. It is one thing to be concerned with the end of the world . . . But you need to
be more concerned with when your place in the world ends and the condition
of your soul before God when it does! Luke 12:40 — “Therefore you also be
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

B. The Bible, and not Hollywood, should be the source for our information and
the basis of our faith.

C. God’s Plan for Man’s Salvation



