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Sleeping in a Cardboard Box 
Hebrews 11:13-16 

 
 

Donald Shank writes:  “Donald and I were quite different.  My family and I lived in 
a nice two-story house.  Donald lived alone in a cardboard box.  I had a home; 
Donald was homeless. 
 
Donald had a great faith.  On a snowy night, if he found a new box to sleep in, he 
thanked God for giving him the box.  There was almost nothing Donald had that I 
wanted, except his great faith.” 
 
Authorities tell us there are about 150 million people in the world without a home.  
Street people . . . Refugees . . . War orphans . . . All describe the homeless.  Like 
the verses in Hebrews, most of them dream of a home, or at least a box on a 
snowy night.  Like the people in Hebrews, many of them will never get to go 
home. 
 
Jeremiah 14:22-23 – “Can any of the worthless idols of the nations bring rain?  
Or can the skies alone give showers?  Are You not the LORD our God?  We 
therefore put our hope in You, for You have done all these things.”   
 
As an elderly man, Jeremiah also became a refugee.  Despite his homelessness, 
he had already put his hope not in a two-story house or even a cardboard box, 
but on God.  Not on the physical things of life, like rain and showers, but on the 
intangible . . . in the reality of a life based on God.  Ultimately, there is no better 
place to call home.  God is willing to provide you with a Heavenly home if only 
you will allow Him to abide with you while you are here. 
 
God’s Plan for Man’s Salvation 
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