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Revelation 6 
The Opening of the First Six Seals 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

A. Notice that the Lamb is now ready.  
 1. The book (scroll) has SEVEN seals (completely sealed). 
  a. The first six are found in Chapter 6, with the seventh seal to be 

composed of seven trumpets, (8:1). 
  b. This is not finally concluded until the end of chapter 11.  
  c. This scroll contains 
         Jesus’ revelation to the churches. 
B. The first four seals are portrayed as the four horses and horsemen of the 

apocalypse  (Revelation).  The four horses of the Revelation 
C. Jesus was going to open God’s message one seal at a time. 
          

FIRST SEAL:  WHITE HORSE and RIDER 

A. 6:1-2 - CHRIST CONQUERING IN THE GOSPEL - The first horse was a 
white horse with the rider thereon having a bow and a crown, and going forth 
“conquering and to conquer.”  

 1. WHO WAS THIS?  Several conflicting ideas exist as to the meaning of the 
first seal. (“Anti-Christ,” etc.)  

 2. White represents purity and victory (white robes, white hair, etc.) and, if we 
let the Bible interpret itself for us, JESUS rides the white horse (Revelation 
19:11-16).  

 3. The word in the Bible for “conquer” is the same Greek word as “overcome.”  
The mission conquering and to “conquer”  IS Jesus’ mission (Revelation 
17:14).  

 4. So all those who through Christ overcome, actually, conquer with Christ!  
This is the theme of Revelation. Many other verses throughout the 
Revelation have to do with the relationship of  conquering overcoming, and 
victory  (2:7,  11,  17,  26;  3:5,  12,  21;  12:11;  15:2-4;  17:14 

  21:7 
    5. The white horse and rider symbolize Jesus as He goes forth conquering 

sinners by the Gospel, bringing them to be saved.   
  a. We are saved to save!   
  b. We are conquered to conquer!   
  c. We are victorious to lead others to victory.   
  d. We are accepting of God’s grace that we may lead others to accept it. 
  e. We are forgiven to help others obtain forgiveness.  
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SECOND SEAL:  RED HORSE and RIDER 

6:3-4 - PERSECUTION AND WAR  
A. He that sat hereon took peace from the world, leaving war, suffering, and 

persecution upon the people who had been conquered by the Gospel.  
 1. The sword was given to those who would slay those conquered.   
 2. Once one became a Christian, persecution followed, then death for some.  

2 Timothy 3:12 - Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will 
suffer persecution.   

  a. Their faithfulness led to their suffering. 
  b. For many their suffering led to their deaths. 
  c. Their deaths led to their victory. 
  d. Their victory should lead to our encouragement. 
  

THIRD SEAL:  BLACK HORSE and RIDER 

Verses 6:5-6 - ECONOMIC DISCRIMINATION  
A. Economic discrimination upon those who obeyed the Gospel and were, thus 

conquered by the Lord Jesus.  
B. The rider had a balance (scale) in his hand to weigh and measure quantities.  
 1. To those conquered in the Gospel there was a measure of wheat (one 

day’s food for one person) for a penny (KJV) or a shilling (ASV) which was 
one day’s pay (Matthew 20:2).  

 2. So a family of three or four would almost starve just buying food, not to 
mention the need for clothing, housing, and other necessities of life.   

 3. Another option was three measures of barley for a penny.  
  a. Barley was a much tougher, coarser grain, mostly used for animals—not 

at all preferred for human consumption.  
  b. However, if your family was starving, a family of three could survive on 

three measures of barley a day, but again, what about clothing, housing, 
etc. 

 4. Some have suggested that this was a famine.  
  a. It does not appear to be so because there was plenty of food, oil, and 

wine. 
          b. It was just withheld from  Christians (economic discrimination). 
          
C. What would happen to a Christian who was:  
 1. Conquered by Christ in the first seal? 
 2. Persecuted in the second seal. 
     3. Discriminated against and starved in the third seal. 
 4. He would soon DIE.  So the fourth horse and horseman of the apocalypse 

represent death and Hades. 
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FOURTH SEAL:  PALE HORSE and RIDER 

Verses 6:7-8 - DEATH AND HADES  
A. Death and Hades followed these Christians.   
 1. Indeed some were killed by the sword, like James (Acts 12:2). 
 2. Some by famine. 
 3. And some were torn apart by wild beasts in being fed to the lions. 
 4. Others were: 
  a. Crucified. 
  b. Boiled in hot oil. 
  c. Trampled by elephants. 
B. Some have viewed the book of Revelation as being cyclical.  Nonetheless, it is 
 repetitive. 
C. When a person was conquered by Christ in the Gospel . . . persecution began 

. . . then economic  discrimination . . . and finally death . . . . . . But this was 
only the fourth seal, not the seventh.  

 1. This was not the end. Hades is the unseen realm of the dead and follows 
after death.  

 2. Your soul continues on, even after death. 
  a. Ecclesiastes 12:7 - Then the dust will return to the earth as it was, And t 
   he spirit will return to God who gave it. 
  b. Philippians 1:23 - For I am hard-pressed between the two, having a 

desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better.  Nevertheless to 
remain in the flesh is more needful for you.  

 

FIFTH SEAL: SOULS ALIVE 

Verses 6:9 - SOULS SLAIN FOR THE WORD.  
A. Souls were found underneath the altar (before the Throne, Revelation 8:3; in 

Heaven, Rev. 4:2).    
 1. They were still alive—not the bodies, but the souls!  What a great point of 

encouragement to the Christians of John’s day! After death, they still LIVE! 
          
Verses 6:10  
A. Those before the Throne cry out for God to bring vengeance upon the enemy. 
          
Verses 6:11  
A. Note that each was given a WHITE ROBE (signaling their overcoming and 

leaving the earth to be with the Lord).  
B. They are told to rest (wait) a little time before the others should be killed and 

follow them. 
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SIXTH SEAL:  HERE COMES THE JUDGE 

Verses 6:12-14 - JUDGMENT WAS ANNOUNCED.  
A. We have many symbols drawn from the Old Testament prophets concerning 

God’s judgment.    
 1. Devastating destruction was decreed (announced).  
 2. The many symbols used here could not refer to the final destruction and 

the end of the world, as there is still a seal left to open (the seventh). 
 3.  Remember the context—this judgment was to come in John’s day—soon, 

quickly, shortly come to pass (Revelation 1:1-3) 
          
Verses 6:15-16   
A. This was certainly not the end of the world.  Fleeing to the hills would be of no 

use.  
B. Notice the symbolism again. All the tough, strong, mighty men are scared to 

death of an angry lamb—Jesus! 
          
Verses 6:17 - THE DAY OF WRATH IS COME—A DAY OF JEHOVAH 
(Judgment). 
A. Remember, all this was to shortly begin  to pass to the seven churches, and to  
 the enemy who  afflicted them (Rev. 1:1-3). 
 
B. VARIOUS SYMBOLS OF GOD’S JUDGMENT 
 1. Great earthquake (6:12). 
      2. Sun darkened and moon became as blood (6:12). 
      3. Stars of the heaven fell to the earth. (6:13). 
     4. Heaven rolled up as a scroll (6:14).  
  a. In Isaiah 34:1-5 the destruction of Edom (also known as ldumea) is 

described using this same symbol.   
  b. The language was symbolic when referring to Edom, and it is symbolic 

in Revelation—not literal. 
  5. Every mountain and island moved out of their places (6:14). 
 6. Men cried out in fear at the announced judgment, and invited the rocks and 

mountains to fall  on them (6:15-16; Luke 23:30). 
C. These descriptions are not literal, but symbols of God’s judgment . 
 1. Lets’s revisit Revelation 1:1 for a reminder - The Revelation (apocalyspe) of 

Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants -- things which 
must shortly take place. 

 2. This is a book of truth presented through symbols and imagery. 
 

CONCLUSION: 

A. In review of what has happened in chapter 6—six seals have been opened. 
We see a progression as each seal is explained:  
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 1. Seal 1 — They became a Christians. 
 2. Seal 2 — They were persecuted. 
 3. Seal 3 — Then they became discriminated against—couldn’t afford to eat 

or live.  
 4. Seal 4 — Then the died. 
 5. Seal 5 — Their souls went to be with God before the Throne in Heaven. 
 6. Seal 6 — During the meanwhile God promised vengeance. Fantastic!  
B. Christians win, win, win, and win.  Christians can’t lose eternally! 
 
 
  
          

 
 


