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Revelation 22
Conclusion: Final Instructions: Invitation; Benediction

INTRODUCTION:

A. The key to understanding the revelation is enhanced by several things John
tells us in the first three verses of chapter 1.
1. It is a revelation of Jesus Christ. 1:1
2. Itis a book involving symbols and signs. 1:1
3. Itis concerning things that would “shortly come to pass.” 1:1
4. The time, during John’s day, was “at hand.” 1:3

B. The first five verse of chapter 22 are joined to the last verses of the previous
chapter, 21, including verses 10 through 27 as a continuation of the spiritual
characteristics of the New Jerusalem—the Church.

Verses 1 -2 -

A. Final remarks about the bride-city-wife-CHURCH. A river of water proceeds
from the Throne in Heaven, where God is (Rev. 4:2), into the church on earth,
and it runs down the middle of the Street (of the church).

B. This indicates a constant source of supply . . . the spiritual supply was
perennial and perpetual.

C. The “healing of the nations” meant the source of salvation for every tongue or
clime or race of man.

Verse 3

A. The curse of sin was removed by Jesus Christ.

B. In the Holy City Jerusalem (the church), there would be no more curse of sin
to the redeemed  inhabitants.

Verse 4
A. These redeemed would have the approval of God.

Verse 5
A. All heathen darkness will be gone.

THE SYMBOLIC PORTION OF THE REVELATION END WITH VERSE 5

Verses 6-7

A. John affirms that these things were sent by His angel to show God'’s servants
“the things which must shortly come to pass” (Revelation 1:1), and Jesus
declares that He comes quickly.
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B. A blessing is promised to those who keep the words of the prophecy of this
book.

FOCUS ON GOD!

Verses 8-9 -

A. John was so impressed with the things which he heard and saw that he falls
down to worship at the feet of the angel (messenger) who showed him these
things.

1. He was rebuked and told to WORSHIP GOD.
2. Obviously, no man or angel should be worshipped

TIME FACTOR—AGAIN

Verse 10

A. John is specifically instructed NOT TO SEAL UP THE WORDS OF THE
PROPHECY OF THIS BOOK (Revelation).

B. WHY? Because the time was “at hand” (near).

Verse 11
A. Each person is responsible for himself or herself.

Verse 12

A. Behold (be amazed—LOOK?!), Jesus repeats, “I| come quickly, and My reward
Is with Me, to give to each man according to his work.”

B. He was promising to come to them (seven churches), and HE DID!

JESUS’ EXHORTATION

Verse 13
A. He again reminds our brethren that lie has everything under control as the
Alpha (first) and the Omega (last); the beginning and the end . . . . .. He will

have the final say!

Verse 14

A. A blessing (happiness) to all who wash their robes (in the blood of the Lamb,
Rev. 1:5; 7:14).

B. They have a right to the tree of Life and may enter the gates of the city
(become a Christian; enter the family—the church of God).

Verse 15

A. Outside the city (outside the church) in the world there are dogs—sorcerers
(with their horror-scopes); fornicators and murderers; idolaters; and those who
love and practice lies.
DIRE WARNINGS
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Verse 18

A. John now warns everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book:
“If any man shall add unto them, God shall add unto him the plagues which
are written in this book.”

Verse 19

A. Warning continued: “and if any man shall take away from the words of the
book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the tree of life, and
out of the holy city, which are written in this book” (See also Deuteronomy 4:2;
Proverbs 30:6; Il John 9).

JESUS PROMISES TO COME QUICKLY.

Verse 20 -
A. “Surely | am coming quickly,” Jesus promised to John and the people in
John’s day.
B. “Amen. EVEN SO COME LORD JESUS,” John implores.
1. This reflects back to chapter 1:7 where Jesus promises to come quickly—
every eye will see Him including the Romans who pierced Him.
2. This was fulfilled in Jesus’ judgment on Rome!

BENEDICTION

Verse 21

A. The book of Revelation begins (Rev. 1:4) and closes (Rev. 22:21) with one of
Christ's greatest ~ words—GRACE. “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with you all. AMEN!" John says as he concludes this wonderful and marvelous
book of Revelation.

CONCLUSION:
A. Listening Friends . . . If God can care for Christians in the days of the Roman
Empire, He can most assuredly take care of you and me today—and He will.
B. The Revelation prophecy has been fulfilled.
1. The promises and benefits of Revelation continue today in principle, and
the blessings are ours too.
2. The book of Revelation provides comfort, hope, and tremendous motivation
to faithfully live for Christ.
C. “Finally, notwithstanding its apocalyptic character in reference to its historical
period, and all of the obscurities which have given rise to the legion of
speculations, it answers an important practical purpose—by implanting and
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increasing unwavering faith in the integrity of the Word of God; by
engendering hope in the unfailing promises of God; by inducing patience in
extreme suffering and sorrow; and by infixing implicit trust in him who is able
to save to the uttermost all who believe in him, and come to him, and obey
him.” (Last paragraph, page 477, The Book of Revelation by Foy E.
Wallace, Jr.)




