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Revelation 14
Interlude: The Forces of Righteousness

INTRODUCTION:

A. After the introduction of the Sea Beast and Earth Beast and all the Satanic
power and might in chapter 13; chapter 14 gives us encouragement, hope and
strength to keep going.

THE LAMB - The victorious Christ is the Lamb of chapter 5, standing on Mt.
Zion.

Verses 1-3

A. The Lamb stood on Mt. Zion with the 144,000. Verse 2 distinguishes that Mt.
Zion is on earth, and the voice comes from Heaven. Mt. Zion is clearly
identified as the church (Hebrews 12:22-23). The fact that the 144,000 were
purchased out of the earth is another way to say they were saved by the
Lamb, and continue to be cared for by the Lamb (Rev. 5:9). Though He is in
Heaven, the Lamb (Jesus) still is with His people as they
struggle against Satan on earth (Matthew 28:20). In another figure, Paul tells
us that the church is now sitting in heavenly places with Christ (Ephesians 2:5
in Heaven still dwells among His people on earth, and the church though on
earth dwells in heavenly places with Christ.

Verse 14
A. These were all virgins, not defiled with women.
1. If this is literal, there would be no married people allowed.
a. The apostle, Peter (Cephas), was married (1 Corinthians 9:5).
b. Does that mean he was not part of 144,0007?
2. These pure disciples followed the Lamb everywhere.
3. They were purchased (Rev. 5:9) as first fruits (James 1:18) to God and the
Lamb to serve Him on earth.

Verse 5
A. They were without blemish and not liars—pure and truthful.
B. This section must be taken symbolically.

144,000—SERVANTS OF GOD ON EARTH

A. As discussed before, 144,000 represents God’s servants on earth (the
number of organized religion, Rev. 7:1-8).
1. It stands for all the saved on earth at one time.
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2. These were pure, faithful Christians purchased out of the earth (saved, see
Rev. 5:9).

3. They were learning to sing a new song no one else could learn (Revelation
4:1-3).

4. Remember that there is an innumerable multitude in Heaven (Revelation
7:9-17).

5. We must be consistent: either literal or symbolic. Symbolic!

MOUNT ZION
A. Inthe Old Testament
1. The symbol of Jerusalem (Psalms 2:5-6, 15:1; 48:1-2; 132:13-14).
2. Used prophetically for the church (Zechariah 8:1-3; Daniel 2:34-35; Isaiah
2:2-4).
3. Inthe New Testament Symbolic of the church (Hebrews 12:22-23).
4. God symbolically dwells in Zion which can be:
a. In Heaven from where He rules. Psalm 110:1-2
b. On earth with His people (Hebrews 12:22-23; 1 Corinthians 3:16;
Ephesians 2:21-22).

FOUR MESSAGES OF GOOD NEWS
Verses 6 -7 — First message: Good news to everyone—worship God for His
good news has come.

Verse 8 — Second message: Wicked Babylon has fallen.

Verses 9-12 - Third message: The emperor worshippers are punished.

Verse 13 - Fourth message: Faithful Christians will triumph.

SICKLES OF JUDGMENT—WHEAT AND GRAPES
Verses 14-16 - SICKLES—WHEAT: refers to the righteous (symbolized by
wheat).
A. Wheat symbolizes the righteous.
B. Christ goes forth to reap the earth that is ripe.
1. The figure here is that of wheat not grapes. Wheat is a symbol of
righteous men (Matthew 3:12; 13:30).
2. The idea of wheat gathered into a barn is that Christians are taken home.
C. Christ comes in JUDGMENT on a cloud with a gold crown and a sharp sickle.
God’s JUDGMENT often comes on a cloud (Isaiah 19:1; Matthew 24:30).

Verses 17-18
A. Grapes refer to the wicked.
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B. This is the same judgment but a view of unrighteous men being crushed in the
wine press of God’s wrath (lsaiah 63:2-6)

Verses 19-20
A. The amount of blood:
1. Depth — Up to the bridles of the horses (four to five feet deep).
2. Length — 16,000 furlongs (about 200 miles).
B. Is this literal. No, it is symbolically . . . figures to show the awesome scope of
God’s judgment on the wicked—total defeat.
1. God’s people are victorious.
2. Victory in Jesus.
C. Other Biblical figures of the judgment of the wicked.
1. Fire — symbol of destruction. Ezekiel 38:22
2. Iniquity — Matthew 25:41, 46
3. Fully ripe — Iniquity is full. Genesis 15:6; 49:10, 12; lIsaiah 64:1; Joel
3:12-13; Lamentations 1:15
a. God destroys nations when their iniquity is full.
b. At the same time He protects and saves His own.
4. Without the city — Outside Jerusalem or Zion, Christ died for the lost.
Hebrews 13:12; John 19:17-20
a. Outside the walls of Jerusalem Jesus’ righteous life was given for man’s
ungodly sins.



