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Revelation 12 
The Radiant Woman, the Man Child, & the Dragon 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

A. THE KEY TO UNDERSTANDING THE BOOK 

 1. John tells us several things in The first three verses of chapter): 
          a. It is a REVELATION OF JESUS Christ 1:1-19:5-16, 
          b. It Is a book involving symbology  (signs & symbols), 1:1;  5:5-6;  12:1-3;  

13:1. 
          c. It is concerning things that would shortly  COME TO PASS, I :3;  22:6, 
        d. The time, during John’s day, was “at hand,” 1:3;  22:10. 
B. LAST HALF OF THE BOOK OF REVELATION DEALS WITH THE INNER 

STRUGGLE — CHRIST and SATAN (Chapters 12-22) 
C. Revelation continues and moves inside to describe the spiritual struggle 

between Christ and Satan. The book is written in a developing cyclical, 
repetitive style. 

          
Verse 1  
A. NOTE, again we are told this is a SIGN (ASV, NIV).  What does it mean? 
 1. The radiant woman appears. Whoever this woman is, she is a glorious and 

magnificent sight. 
 2. The woman is arrayed with the sun and moon; with 12 stars around her 

head.  
  a. We have seen stars before (Revelation 1:6; 2:1; 3:1), but only seven.  
  b. The number 12 represents organized religion.  
 3. The 12 stars: does this symbolize: 
  a. The 12 apostles?   
  b. The 12 tribes of Israel?  
  c. Or, the church on earth? 
B. WHO IS THIS WOMAN? 
 1. Is this woman Israel of the Old Testament that was to bring forth the “seed,” 

the Messiah? 
  a. This figure matches that of Genesis 3:15 where the seed of woman 

would bruise the  serpent’s head (showing Christ’s ultimate victory over 
Satan). 

 b. God is pictured as the husband, and Israel as the wife (Isaiah 50:1,  
  Hosea 2:2,7; Micah 4:9-13). 

   c. Israel brings forth a godly seed (Malachi 2:15). 
   d. But looking at Revelation 12:13-17, we see that the woman must 

symbolize more than just  Israel 
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 2. Is this woman he church of the New Testament? 
     3. Is this woman Mary, the mother of Jesus? 
  4. OR WHAT?  
C. Because of the sequence and on-going nature of what happens here, the 

woman can’t be Israel  only . . . or the church only . . . And she certainly isn’t 
Mary only.  We are looking for the meaning 
of the symbol.  The only practical explanation is that the woman represents 
God’s people, Old Testament and New—the Israel of God. 

 Philippians 3:3 - For we are the circumcision (Israel), who worship God in the 
 Spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh. 

Galatians 6:16 -  And as many as walk according to this rule, peace and 
mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God (church).  

 1. So the woman would be: 
  a. Symbolic of Mary/Israel as the child is conceived and brought forth 
  b. And symbolic of the church after the delivery, as she is persecuted 

and flees to the wilderness. 
          
Verse 2 - The woman is glorious, and she is very pregnant. 
 
Verses 3 4  
A. A great (huge) Dragon appeared, ready to devour her child as soon as He 

was born. 
 1. WHO IS THE DRAGON? (Revelation 12:3-4, 7-9, 13-17) Let’s look at the s 
  ymbols. 
  a. RED - symbolizing fearsome, dangerous 
  b. SEVEN HEADS - symbolizing complete authority, world dominion 
       c. TEN HORNS - symbolizing complete or total world power. 
  d. SEVEN CROWNS - symbolizing rulership. 
  e. HUGE - wags tail and a third part of the stars fall. 
 2. Revelation 12:9 tells us that the Dragon is symbolic of the Devil! 
                
          
Verse 5 -  
A. The woman delivered a man-child. WHO IS THE MAN-CHILD?  
 1. He was to rule all the nations with a rod of iron.  
 2. The idea of “a son, a man child” is a doubling or strengthening of the figure. 

This was to be a  real man . . . a “he man.” 
B.  From our study of prophecy and the cross references, we can only conclude 

the child Is the Lord Jesus Christ (Psalm 2:6-9; Hebrews 1:5; Rev. 19:13-15; 
also compare Rev. 19:13 and 2:25-27 with John 1:1-3, 14).  

 1. When the child is born, He is caught up to God and the Throne.  Where is 
the Throne? In Heaven (Rev. 4:2). 
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Verse 6  
A. Even though Jesus is caught up into Heaven, Satan isn’t finished.  
 1. He goes out to get the woman, but God had prepared a place for her 

protection. 
 

WAR AS PICTURED IN HEAVEN 

Verses 7-9 -  
A. Now look at this battle from a different view: the birth, life, death, and 

resurrection of our Lord, and His ascension to the Throne in Heaven. 
 1. The war: Michael and his angels against Satan and his angels—two armies 

led by two generals. 
 2. As before, we are led up to the brink of the battle and it’s over—Christ wins.  
 3. No place was found for Satan in Heaven. He was defeated and “cast down 

to the earth,” and his angels with him.  Christ & righteousness win over 
Satan and unrighteousness. 

B. Remember, the war in Heaven is no more literal than the Dragon.  
 1. All this is a picture of Christ’s victory.  
 2. This picture of victory is repetitive, as it has been symbolized previously in 

the book of Revelation, and will be symbolized again.  
 3. The war in Heaven was never literal! 
          
Verse 10. 
A. BECAUSE SATAN was defeated at the cross, salvation, power, and the 

kingdom are come—Satan has been overcome (cast down). 
          
Verse 11 
A. Satan was overcome by: 
 1. The blood of the Lamb. 
         2. The word of their testimony. 
       3. The Christians who loved not their life even unto death (they sacrificed 

their lives). 
B. Jesus and Christians are Victorious! 
          
Verse 12 
A. All Heaven rejoiced at this overcoming of Satan.  
B. Yet, woe to the people on the earth as Satan tries to do his worst with only a 

little time to afflict the remaining brethren. 
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SAME WAR AS BEFORE, BUT PICTURED ON THE EARTH 

          
Verses 13.14  
A. When Satan is cast down he goes after the woman that gave birth to Jesus.  
 1. The woman was given power (two eagle’s wings) from God to escape to 

the wilderness, and  the woman (church) is then nourished for times time 
and half a time which is the same time 

           period as 1260 days (Rev. 12:6), or 42 months, or 3½ years. 
   2. The eagle’s wings represent strength and power from God (Exodus 19:4-6; 

Isaiah 40:31). 
 3. Time and times and half a time, as we have seen, is equivalent to 3½ and 

is a symbol of an indefinite time of persecution (Daniel 7:25), while God 
protected His people. 

          
Verse 12:15 - Next Satan tries to drown the woman with water (all in a figure!). 
 
Verse 16  
A. But, the water is swallowed up by the earth.  
B. Water can be symbolic of: 
    1. Ungodliness  (Psalm 18:4). 
  2. Destruction by godless men  (Psalm 124:4-5). 
     3. Destruction by Assyria  (Isaiah 8:5-8). 
      4. Wickedness and lies  (Isaiah 57:19-20). 
          
Verses 17-18  
A. Like a wounded animal with no way out, the Dragon (Satan) is really angry 

and goes after the woman’s seed—those who keep the commandments of 
God and hold the testimony of Jesus.  

B. The rest of her seed would be the church remaining on earth.  
 1. And indeed Satan does all he can to persecute the church, as we shall see 

in the rest of the book. 
          

RULING WITH A ROD OF IRON 

A. “Ruling with a rod of iron”—a phrase used in the Old Testament signifying 
ruling and judging. It is rooted in Psalm 2:1-9 which prophesies that the 
Messiah would reign with a rod of iron; 

 also in Psalm 110:1-2 to show how God rules and judges His enemies. 
 1. In Isaiah 10:5, 24-25, Jehovah uses Assyria to carry out His judgment on 

Israel, and calls Assyria the “rod of His indignation.”  
 2. God uses the rod in a symbolic way as He brings nations together in 

battle to  accomplish His purpose. 
B. We see the “rod of iron” figure in Revelation 2:27; 12:5 and 19:15.  
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 1. A similar figure is the  “sword of His mouth,” as Christ was preparing to 
judge Rome—quickly  (Revelation 1:16; 2:12, 16; 19:15, 21). Indeed, 
Jesus Christ judges today with His rod and  sword.  

 2. “Righteousness exalts a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people” 
(Proverbs 14:34).  

 3. All authority now belongs to Jesus.  (Matthew 28:18; see Revelation 19:11-
15). 


