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Paul’s Journey to Rome 
Acts 21:27 – 28:31 

 

 BIBLICAL RECORD:  ACTS 21:327 – 28:31 
 DURATION:  2j YEARS 
 PAUL AS A PRISONER 
 TOTAL DISTANCE TRAVELED:  2,130 MILES  (1,270 KILOMETERS) 

  BY SEA:  1,920 MILES  (3,091 KILOMETERS) 
  BY LAND:  210 MILES  (338 KILOMETERS) 

 4 LETTERS WRITTEN DURING THE TWO YEARS OF HOUSE ARREST IN ROME 
  PHILIPPIANS – FROM ROME . . . 61-63 A.D. 
  COLOSSIANS– FROM ROME . . . 61-63 A.D. 
  PHILEMON – FROM ROME . . . 61-63 A.D. 
  EPHESIANS – FROM ROME . . . 61-63 A.D. 

 
JERUSALEM TO CAESAREA  Acts 22:23 – 26:32 

▪ 65 miles . . . 105 km. 
▪ Paul escorted out of Jerusalem around 9:00 p.m. by 

- 2 centurions 
- 200 soldiers 
- 70 horsemen 
- 200 spearmen 

▪ At Antipatris the 200 soldiers and the 200 spearmen returned to 
Jerusalem.  Only the 70 horsemen went on to Caesarea 

▪ Paul was kept in Herod’s Praetorium  
▪ After 5 days Ananias the high priest, some elders, and Tertullus went to 

Caesarea to appear before Felix and give evidence against Paul.  Paul 
offedered a defense. 

▪ Felix & his wife Drusilla listen to Paul describe his faith in Christ  Paul 
reasoned about: 
- Righteousness 
- Temperance 
- Judgment to come 

▪ Felix trembled and was afraid and said, “Go away for noe; when I have a 
more convenient time I will call for you.” 

▪ Felix hoped money would be give him so he could release Paul 
▪ Festus replaced Felix as governor . . . Paul refused to return to 

Jerusalem . . . Seeing he would not get a fair hearing, Paul exercised his 
right as a Roman citizen and said, “I appeal to Caesar.”  Acts 25:11 
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▪ King Agrippa and his wife Bernice visited Festus in Caesarea and was 
asked to hear Paul. 
- Festus said:  “Paul, you are beside yourself!  Much learning is driving 

you mad.”  Acts 26:25 
- King Agrippa said:  “You almost persuade me to become a Christian.”  

Acts 26:28 
CAESAREA TO SIDON  Acts 27:1-4 

▪ 70 miles . . . 113 km 
▪ Julius, a centurion of the Augustus cohort, was in charge of Paul 
▪ Aristarchus, a Macdeonian of Thessalonica, traveled with Paul 
▪ Traveled on a ship of Adramyttium 
▪ Julius treated Paul kindly 
▪ At Sidon Paul was allowed to vist his friends and receive care. 

SIDON TO MYRA  Acts 27:5-6 
▪ 500 miles . . . 825 km 
▪ Sailed by Cyprus . . . The winds were contrary 
▪ Sailded off the coast of Cilicia (Paul’s home area) and Pamphylia (the 

region where John Mark had tunred back on the 1st Missionary Journey) 
▪ Myrya was a city of Lycia 
▪ At Myra Paul was put on an Alexandrian ship sailing to Italy 

MYRA TO CNIDUS  Acts 27:7 
▪ 130 miles . . . 209 km. 
▪ Sailed slowly many days and arrived with difficulty 

CNIDUS TO SALOME  Acts 27:7 
▪ 130 miles . . . 209 km 
▪ Sailed under the shelter of Crete 
▪ Salome was passed with difficulty 

SALOME TO FAIR HAVENS  Acts 27:7-12 
▪ 50 miles . . . 81 km 
▪ Fair Haves was near the city of Lasea 
▪ Much time was spent there . . .Sail would now be dangerous.  The 

sailing season had passed 
▪ Paul perceived that the voyage would end with disaster 
▪ The centurion was more persuaded by the helmsman and the owner of 

the ship than by the words of Paul 
▪ The harbor at Fair Havens was not suitable to winter in, many advised 

they sail from there for the harbor of Phoenix on the Island of Crete and 
winter there 

▪ The harbor at Phoenix had openings toward the southwest and 
northwest 

FAIR HAVENS TO CAUDA  Acts 27:13 – 28:11 
▪ 90 miles . . . 145 km 
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▪ They sailed close to Crete 
▪ A strong headwind called Euroclydon, arose 
▪ Brought the skiff onboard the ship 
▪ Being “exceedingly tempest-tossed and fearing they would run aground 

on the Syrtis Sands, they lightened the ship by throwing some things 
overboard 

▪ Had not seen sun nor stars for many days.  Difficult to navigate 
▪ Strong tempest continue to beat them 
▪ Long time without eating food 
▪ Angel of the Lord reassured Paul told him the ship would be lost but no 

human life would perish 
▪ On the 14th night the crew sensed they were nearing land in the Adriatic 

Sea 
▪ Acts  27:31 – “ Paul said to the centurion and the soldiers, ‘Unless these 

men stay in the ship, you cannot be saved.’” 
▪ 276 people were on the ship 
▪ The ate some food before the actual shipwreck occurred 
▪ They ran the ship aground . . .The soldiers planned to kill the prisoners 

so they would not escape.  The centurion, wanting to save Paul, would 
not permit it. 

▪ The people on Malta showed them great kindness 
▪ Snake came out of the firewood and bit Paul, but he did no swell up or 

die. 
▪ Publius hosted them for three days . . . Paul healed the father of Publius 

. . . Many were brought to Paul and miracles of healing were performed 
▪ The people of Malta honored them and provided provisions for the trip 
▪ They boarded an Alexandrian ship that had wintered there.  It figurehead 

was the twin brothers 
FAIR MALTA TO SYRACUSE  Acts 28:12 

▪ 85 miles . . . 138 km 
▪ Syracuse was on Sicily 
▪ Remained there three days 

SYRACUSE TO RHEGIUM  Acts 27:13 – 28:13 
▪ 85 miles . . . 138 km 
▪ Rhegium in Italy itself 
▪ South wind blew 

RHEGIUM TO PUTEOLI  Acts 28:13-14 
▪ 200 miles . . . 332 km 
▪ Found brethren there and stayed with them three days 
▪ “And so we went toward Rome.”  Acts 28:14 

PUTEOLI TO FORUM OF APPIUS (APPI FORUM)  Acts 28:15 
▪ 100 miles . . . 161 km 
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▪ Brethren came to meet Paul at Appi Form and Three Inns 
▪ “When Paul saw them, he thanked God and took courage.”  Acts 28:15 

APPI FORUM TO THREE TAVERNS  Acts 28:15 
▪ 10 miles . . . 16 km 

THREE TAVERNS TO ROME  Acts 28:16 
▪ 35 miles . . . 56 km 
▪ Paul was permitted to dwell by himself with a soldier who guarded him 
▪ After three days he called the leaders of the Jews together and 

explained why he was there 
▪ While the Jewish leaders had not received any letters or reports from 

Judea regarding Paul, but did desire to hear more from him “for 
concerning this sect, we know that it is spoken against everywhere.”  
Acts 28:22 

▪ At an agreed upon time Paul preached to them.  Acts 28:23 
▪ Some of the Jews believe while others did not.  Acts 28:24 
▪ Paul dwelt two years in his own hired house and was permitted visitiors 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


