PARABLES — The Pearl of Great Price

The Pearl of Great Price
Matthew 13:45-46

INTRODUCTION:

A. Matthew 13:45-46 — “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant
seeking beautiful pearls, who, when he had found one pearl of great price,
went and sold all that he had and bought it.”

B. These 32 words constitute what is known as “The Parable of the Pearl of
Great Price.

C. What do we mean by the term Parable”?

1. Is a transliteration of the Greek "parabole" (para-bow-LAY)
2. Means "to place beside, to cast alongside”
3. As defined by Vine's Expository Dictionary of N.T. Words, it "signifies a
placing of one thing beside another with a view to comparison”
4. Wiersbe's description of a parable describesit. ... ..
a. As "a story that places one thing beside another for the purpose of
teaching”
b. "It puts the known next to the unknown so that we may learn"
5. As used in the New Testament . . .
a. Is usually a story or narrative drawn from nature or human
circumstances
b. From which spiritual lessons can be made by comparison -- A common
definition of a parable is "an earthly story with a heavenly meaning"

D. “Parable” or “parables” appear 45 times in the first four books of the

New Testament.
1. Specifically . . .
a. Matthew — 15 times
b. Mark — 12 times
c. Luke — 17 times
d. John — 1 time
2. Herbert Lockyer is his scholarly work, All the Parables of the Bible,
presents a study of more than 250 parables in the Bible.
3. There are some 39 parables and 37 miracles recorded in Matthew, Mark,
Luke, & John. Two more parables than miracles in these three accounts.
a. 10 parables appear in Matthew
b. 2 parables appear in Mark
c. 15 parables appear in Luke
d. 3 parables appear in John
e. 2 parables are common to Matthew and Luke
f. 8 parables are common to Matthew, Mark, and Luke
4. Parables enabled Jesus to do two things:
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a. Communicate truth to those who sought truth.
b. Conceal truth from those who did not seek truth.

BACKGROUND
A. In the context of Matthew 13, Jesus is offering what has been termed as

‘kingdom parables” . . . Parables having to do with the Kingdom of God.

1. Some of the Kingdom parables were taught to the multitudes.

2. Other Kingdom parables were taught to His disciples.

3. The Pearl of Great Price is one of the Kingdom parables.

B. Components of the Parable:

1. The Kingdom of Heaven

2. A merchant whose business was pearls

3. Seeking and searching

4. One pearl of great price.

5. Attitude and determination

C. Pearls
1. The pearl of ancient times was to people what the diamond is to us today.
2. The pearl was a prized possession . . . And it was exceedingly valuable.
D. Herein the Kingdom of Heaven is compared simply to a pearl of great value.

1. The emphasis here is on that which connects the merchant with the pearl
of great price.

2. The action of the man in the parable is the key . . . He is seeking for
something.

3. Itis the action of active looking and seeking that Jesus emphasizes.

E. Comparison with the Parable of the Hidden Treasure in Matthew 13:44,

1. “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a
man found and hid; and for joy over it he goes and sells all that he had and
buys the field.”

a. In verse 44, Jesus uses 35 words to tell us about a man finding the
kingdom of heaven by stumbling upon it.

b. Saul of Tarsus is an example of such in Acts 9. He was not on his way
to Damascus to find the church . . . He was on his way to Damascus to
persecute and destroy the church.

2. Both, upon finding it, were determined to have it in their lives..

EXPLANATION

A. In our lesson text, the merchant was deliberately searching for the pearl of
great price.
1. He was a man of faith . . . He was determined to look.
2. He was a man of action . . . Of active looking and seeking.

B. God blesses seekers. Matthew 6:33 — “But seek first the kingdom of God and
His righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you.”
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C. There are some great pearl merchants in the Bible.

1.

2.

Nicodemus. John 3:1-21

a. In the 1000" chapter of the Bible Nicodemus came to Jesus at night in
Jerusalem.

b. He was seeking out truth.

The Ethiopian Eunuch. Acts 8:27-39

a. His journey to Jerusalem to worship, his reading of Scripture while
returning, indicated he was spiritually searching

b. His immediate desire to be baptized shows his estimation of the value of
the salvation offered through Christ.

Cornelius. Acts 10:1-2

a. His prayers and alms were indicative of his search for "righteousness"

b. As promised by Jesus (Matthew 5:6), God took note of his spiritual

hunger and thirst, and sent Peter to tell him the gospel of Christ.

c. He and others in his household were baptized into Christ. Acts 10:48

Lydia. Acts 16:11-15

a. Her meeting with other women to pray illustrates her spiritual searching

b. Upon hearing the things spoken by Paul, she and her household were
baptized into Christ and added to the Church . . . Kingdom. Acts 16:15

NOTE: All four of these found “the peal of great price” in reward for their search.

APPLICATION

A. The kingdom/church is real . . . available . . . And accessible to all who will
embrace it.

B. The kingdom of heaven is the church, and it's value is unsurpassed.

1.

2.

Ephesians 5:25 — “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the
church and gave Himself for her.”

Isaiah 53:5 — “But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised
for our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by
His stripes we are healed.”

Acts 20:28 — “Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock,
among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the
church of God which He purchased with His own blood.”

C. God desires that we seek Him.

1.

2.

3.

Hebrews 11:16 — “But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he
who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of
those who diligently seek Him.”

Matthew 6:33 — “But seek first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness . . .”

Matthew 7:7-8 — “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find;
knock, and it will be opened to you.”
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For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him
who knocks it will be opened.”

E. Do not be afraid to give up some things for even greater things.
1.
2.

3.

The merchant wasn’t. “Found ... went. . .sold. .. bought’

What he gained was of far greater value than what he gave up in order to
acquire it.

2 Corinthians 8:9 — “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you through
His poverty might become rich.”

Many look for a cheap and easy religion today.

a. We are bargain seekers.

b. We are looking for instant gratification.

c. Many want to use Christ as a convenience.

F. This was ONE pearl of great price . . . There is but one Kingdom/Church?
1. “There is one body . ..” Ephesians 4:4
2. The body is the church and the church is the body.

CONCLUSION:
A. The Kingdom/Church is worth:

Nog,rWNE

Seeking

Finding

Accepting and embracing
Supporting and even sacrificing for
Being a part of

Worshipping with

Working in

B. | am glad to be a part of the Church, the pearl of great price!
C. God’s Plan for Man’s Salvation



