
ILLUSTRATIONS:  “Oh Galilean, Thou Hast Conquered” 

“Oh Galilean, Thou Hast Conquered” 
 

Julian, a Roman emperor who lived from AD 331 to 363, was called “the 

Apostate.” He was the nephew of Constantine the Great. Who “Christianized” the 

Roman world.  After Julian tried to restore pagan worship to the empire, he 

became known as “the apostate.”  He died from a wound inflicted upon him in a 

battle with the Persians. 

Well-educated and liked by his troops, Julian marched into Persian territory 

in AD 362. His heart was set on conquering the Persian Empire, and he 

would not be dissuaded. 

Emperor Julian had a young aide who was a Christian. One Julian asked 

the young Christian, “What do you suppose your friend Jesus is doing 

today?” 

 “Sir,” the young aide answered, “since Jesus is a carpenter, it may be 

that even today He is taking time off from building mansions for the faithful to 

build a coffin for you.” 

Before the day was over, Julian and his army had been surrounded by 

Persian soldiers; and in the bloody battle that followed, Julian was grievously 

wounded. 

It is said that before his death, Julian gathered up a handful of dust from 

the battlefield, dust that was stained with his own blood, and flinging it 

toward the heavens cried, “Oh, Galilean, thou hast conquered!” 


