Seven Ways to Love Your Mother
Isaiah 66:12-13

INTRODUCTION:
A. Lesson Text: Isaiah 66:12-13 - "For thus says the Lord: 'Behold, | will extend

peace to her like a river, And the glory of the Gentiles like a flowing stream.

Then you shall feed; On her sides shall you be carried, and be dandled on

her knees. As one whom his mother comforts, So | will comfort you; And you

shall be comforted in Jerusalem.™

1. God pays a wonderful tribute to motherhood in Isaiah as He refers to His
love for His children as "a mother’s love."

2. God is not comparing a mother’s love to His love, but rather He is
comparing His love to a mother’s love

3. Jesus paid the same tribute to motherhood when He spoke of His concern
and love for Jerusalem being typified by "a hen gathering her chicks under
her wing."

B. Today is our national day to honor all mothers . . . And deservedly so.
However, for some this can be a hard time.

Those who mark this as the first Mother's Day since their mother passed.

Unmarried women, dreading the possibility of missing out on motherhood.

Divorced women having to face rearing their children alone.

Those who never knew their mothers very long.

Then there are those who may soon be losing their mothers . . . May we

redeem the time we have with them . . . And redeem this day as well.

. At a university, 600 students were asked to write on a piece of paper the most

beautiful word in the  English language.

1. 422 wrote the word MOTHER.

2. 112 wrote the word HOME.

. The concept of mothers and motherhood flows lovingly across time and the

pages of the Bible.

1. "Mother" appears 240 times in the Bible

2. "Mothers" appears 8 times

. Proverbs 31:28 - "Her children rise up and call her blessed; Her husband
also, and he praises her." ... And so may we all!
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SEVEN WAYS TO LOVE YOUR MOTHER

A. Love her VERBALLY.

1. DEAR ABBY: | enlisted shortly after Pearl Harbor. Thirty-six days later, |
was on my way to the Philippines. En route, the Philippines fell to the
Japanese, and we were routed to Australia. Eleven days after we landed, |



met the most beautiful girl in the world. On our first date, | told her | was
going to marry her. | did, 18 months later, while on a 10-day R- and-R
leave from New Guinea.

After more than 57 years of marriage and two children, my beloved
"Mary" died five days before Christmas. Although we agreed that our ashes
were to be scattered over the mountains, | found | could not part with hers.

While Mary was alive, she would frequently say, "You don’t know how
much | love you." I'd  reply, "Likewise." | never said, "I love you." Now
her ashes are on my dresser, where | tell her several times a day how
much | love her, but it’s too late. Although | wrote poetry to her, |

could not bring myself to say the three words | knew she wanted most to
hear.

As my dearest was dying and we thought she was comatose, | told her,
"There aren’t enough words to tell you how much | love you." A few hours
later, she whispered, "Not enough words" and died.

The reason I’'m writing is to urge men to express their feelings while their
loved ones are alive. | don’t know why, but many men are reluctant to
express the depth of their feelings.

-- MISSING MARY IN
COLORADO
2. Our spouses need to hear it, our children...our mothers also.
3. Much spoken at a funeral home should have been spoken earlier.
4. You have some unspoken words your mother need to hear from you.

B. Love her PHYSICALLY.

1. When'’s the last time you gave her a big hug without her asking for one . . .
or a kiss on the cheek ... oraneckrub ... orjust sat on the couch and
held her for a change?

a. She’s the first person who ever touched you . . . she wrapped you up in
her womb for months, and when you came out and her first priority was
to hold you. She cuddled you, stroked your head, rubbed your feet, held
your little cheeks against her, gave you a finger to grass. ..
in love she did all these things, including grooming you a licked thumb!

b. When you were little she could say, “give me sugar”, and you'd pucker
up and she’d accept your wet, sloppy kiss and even say thank you!

c. You give her bear hugs so tight she didn’t have to hold on to you...you'd
just cling to her as she walked around!

d. She changed your diapers . . . potty trained you . . . and held the
Kleenex for you to blow your nose! She wiped food off of your face
years longer than she should have had to!

2. A gentle touch communicates much. Although gentle . . . It is powerful.



C. Love her PATIENTLY.

1. Mothers have an incredible job w/ no pay. No position in the business world
compares to the physical, emotional, and spiritual commitment she has in
motherhood.

2. lllustration: No Occupation

She rises up at break of day and through her tasks she races.

She cooks the meals as best she may and scrubs the children’s faces
While schoolbooks, lunches, homework too, all need consideration...
And yet the census man insists . . . She has— “No Occupation”

When breakfast dishes all are done

She bakes a pudding, maybe.

She cleans the rooms up, one by one,

With one eye watching baby.

The mending pile she then attacks by way of variation.

And yet the census man insists . . . She has — “No Occupation.”

She irons for a little while, then presses pants for Daddy.

She welcomes with a cheery smile returning lass and laddie.

A hearty dinner next she cooks (no time for relaxation),

And yet the census man insists . . . She has—“No Occupation.”

D. Love her ATTENTIVELY.

1. Mothers listen as you pour out your heart . . . she has always had a
sympathetic ear, and always has . . . and even as an adult you've gone to
her when you want someone who will really listen and understand...and
she’ll always be on your side.

E. Love her GRATEFULLY.

1. lllustration: An elementary science class had been studying magnets, and
how metal objects are attracted to them. At the end of the semester the
teacher put on exam this question: 6 letters, starts w/ “M”, picks up things,
what am | ? Over half the children wrote “Mother”!

2. A mother's

F. Love her GENEROUSLY.

1. There’s nothing too good for her for your mother . . . You can never fully
repay her, but you can try, and in trying bring more joy into her life.

2. How often has she given generously to you?

G. Love her HONORABLY.

1. Exodus 20:12 - Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be
long upon the land which the Lord your God is giving you"



2. Do not disappoint your mother.
3. Lift her up . .. Never let her down.

CONCLUSION:

A. Seven Ways to Love Your Mother . . . . ..

Love her VERBALLY

Love her PHYSICALLY

Love her PATIENTLY

Love her ATTENTIVELY

Love her GRATEFULLY

Lover her GENEROUSLY

. Love her HONORABLY

B. Mother’s have a remarkable ability to change the world through their
children.

C. ILLUSTRATION: When God Created Mothers

When the good Lord created mothers, He was into His sixth day of
overtime, when an angel appeared and said, "You’re doing a lot of fiddling
around on this one."

The Lord replied, "have you seen the specs on this order? She has to be
completely washable, but not plastic; Have 180 moveable parts . . . all
replaceable; Run on black coffee and leftovers; Have a  lap that disappears
when she stands up; A kiss that can cure anything from a broken leg to a
disappointing love affair; And six pair of hands."”

The angel shook his head slowly and said, "Six pair of hands? No way!"
"It's not the hands that
are causing me problems," said the Lord. "It’s the three pair of eyes that
mothers have to have.

One pair that sees through closed doors when she asks 'What are you kids
doing in there? when she already knows. Another in the back of her head
that sees what she shouldn’t, but what she needs to know, and of course
the ones in front that look at a child when he goofs up and say, 'l understand
and | love you,” Without so much as uttering a word. "I'm so close to
creating something so close to myself. Already, | have one who heals herself
when she is sick . . . can feed a family of six on one pound of hamburger
...and get a nine year old to stand under a shower. Not only can she think, she
can reason and compromise."

Finally, the angel bent over and ran his finger across the cheek of the
mother. "There’s a leak,"
she pronounced, "l told you that you were trying to put too much in this
model."

"That’s not a leak," said the Lord, "it’s a tear."

"What is it for?" asked the angel.
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The Lord replied, "It's for joy, sadness, disappointment, pain, loneliness
and pride."
"You’re a genius!" shouted the angel.
With a somber look on his face, the Lord said, "l didn’t put it there."
D. How about a greater appreciation for the crowning jewel of God'’s creation:
our mothers!
E. God's Plan for Man's Salvation



