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“Little Things” Surrounding the Birth of Christ 
Luke 2:8-20 

 

INTRODUCTION: 
A. Lesson Text:  Luke 2:8-20 
B. Illustration:  Someone once asked Michaelangelo, why he spent so much time 

on painting the trifles in his work.  His reply was:  “Trifles make perfection, and 
perfection is no trifle.” 

C. Isaiah 55:8 – “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My 
ways,” says the LORD. 
1. In bringing about the greatest birth  in the history of the world God used a 

series of “little things” in telling about His Son’s birth into the human family. 
a. “Little” people 
b. “Little” places 
c. “Little” things 
d. “Little” tasks 
e. “Little” incidents 

2. By contrast, men would have done it differently and on am enormous scale.  
Truly, “. . . My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” 
says the LORD.” 

3. In Luke’s account there is nothing that suggests bigness as men would 
have had it. 

 
GOD USES “LITTLE” PEOPLE 
A. There were “big” famous, rich, & powerful people God could have used. 

1. A Roman Emperor over the whole known world (Caesar Augustus) . . . But 
He did not! 

 2. A King over Palestine (Herod) . . . But He did not! 
 3. A Procurator in Palestine . . . But He did Not! 
 4. Rulers of great power . . . But He did not! 
 5. High Priests in Jerusalem . . . But He did not! 
 6. Scholars of great intellect . . . But He did not! 
 7. Teachers of great reknown . . . But He did not! 
B. God used common, unknown people to surround His Son at His earthly birth. 

1. It was not a queen, but  a young engaged (betrothed) maiden named Mary, 
to be the mother of God’s Son.  Mary was probably a teenage girl . . . But 
certainly not a queen.  She was pure, and God selected her to be the 
mother of His only begotten Son.  

2. It was not a king or a ruler that would be the adoptive father of our Lord, but 
rather an unknown carpenter named Joseph.  



CHRIST – “Little Things” Surrounding the Birth of Christ 2 

3. It was not to great throngs at the Temple in Jerusalem during Passover that 
God announced the birth of His Son, but rather, to a group of un-named 
shepherds in their fields, working to take care of their flocks. 

C. 1 Corinthians 1:27-28 – “But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to 
put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to 
put to shame the things which are mighty.  
  and the base things of the world and the things which are despised God 
has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring to nothing the things that 
are.” 
1. Goliath was killed by David . . . A little stone versus a big sword or spear. 
2. The Midianites were defeated by a little group of 300 men led by Gideon. 
3. A shepherd, Moses, led the children of Israel out of Egypt. 
4. A little maiden (slave girl) sent Naaman to Elisha to be healed of his 

leprosy.  Her name is not recorded in the story. 
5. A little boy with his lunch given to Jesus, had a part in feeding thousands of 

people. 
6. Mary Magdaline, formerly demon possessed with seven demons, was the 

first to see Jesus after His resurrection. 
D.  God can use you, too.   
 1. One does not have to have a lot of education or any education for God to 

use him. 
 2. One does not have to have a lot of money or any money for God to use 

them. 
 3. One does not have to have job security or a job at all for God to use them. 
 4. God can use you in His service . . . Will you allow Him to? 
 
GOD USES “LITTLE” PLACES 
A.  God could have used the major cities of the day for His Son to be born in. 
 1. Rome 
 2. Athens 
 3. Jerusalem 
 4. But He chose the little town of Bethlehem for the place of birth and the 

small village of Nazareth for His upbringing.  Nathaniel later asked, “Can 
any good thing come out of Nazareth?”  John 1:46 

B. God could have used Judea as the place for His upbringing. 
 1. Jerusalem was there. 
 2. The Temple of God was there. 
 3. The High Priests were there. 
 4. Instead God chose the Galilee . . . That which the prophet Isaiah called the 

“Galilee of the Gentiles” in Isaiah 9:1 
C. A little prison cell in Bedfordshire County was used for John Bunyan to write  
 the 108,206 word Christian allegory we know as The Pilgrim’s Progress. 
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D. God can use a small town and small congregation to touch great parts of the  
 world with His gospel. 
E. God knows where you are, and He knows who you are, He knows your name   
 . . . Let Him work through you. 
 
GOD USES “LITTLE” THINGS 
A. A Manger 
 1. Was not a crib or a baby bad. 
 2. It was a feeding trough used to put food for animals. 
B. Swaddling clothes 
 1. Nothing but rags. 
 2. Could have been ragged cloth used to wash or wipe down the animals that 

fed from the manger. 
C. “The King of Kings, and Lord of Lords” was born in lowly surroundings . . . Not 
 a palace . . . Not a hospital.  How lowly and common was this? 
D.  God has often used little things to accomplish great things. 
 1. A little burning bush on a mountain brought Moses before God. 
 2. Little hyssop branches were used to apply the blood to the doorpost and 

lintel in Egypt on the night of the first Passover.  
 3. The little jawbone of a donkey was used by Samson to slay 1,000 

Philistines. 
 4. Little sparrows were used to convey God’s care for His people. 
 5. A little boat ferried Jesus across the Sea of Galilee. 
 6. A small, still voice (not the earthquake, great wind, or fire) communicated 

God’s will to Elijah.  1 Kings 19 
 7. A little crowing rooster conveyed to Peter what He had just done against 

His Lord. 
E. God can use little things to do His will . . . He can use little me and little you,  
 too. 
 
CONCLUSION: 
A. We need to learn life lessons from the shepherds in Luke 2 . . . Among them: 
 1. God knows you and you are important. 
 2. Your life matters because God loves you.  John 3:16 
 3. Your faith matters, too 
  a. All those years the Israelites were looking for and praying for the 

Messiah to  
 come.  During times of poverty, enslavement and exile, they would long 

for God’s promise to be fulfilled.  No doubt many lost hope and quit 
praying. 

  b. When the promise was realized, it was announced to shepherds.  God  
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 was saying to people at the other end of the social spectrum . . . Your 
faith matters, too. 

  c. Sometimes we become weary . . .  
   1. Is it worthwhile attending church services? . . .  
   2. Is it worthwhile teaching that Bible class of so few in number? 
   3. Is it worthwhile sacrificing for God?  
   4. When you feel you are not important to God . . . Remember the  
    shepherds in Luke 2. 
   5. (Sermon on the Mount)  If God cares about sparrows and lilies of the  
    field . . . God cares about you! 
   6. If God cares about these shepherds, He cares about you! 
    a. He wants you to know about the coming of His Son on your behalf. 
    b. He wants you to know that His son died for your sins. 
    c. He wants you to know that all of this makes Heaven available to  
     those of obedient faith. 
   7. The angels announced it to the shepherds . . . And the Bible  
    announces it to us . . . Let us go tell the world so that they may know  
    as well! 
B. He was a King . . . And yet a servant 
 He was the King of Kings and Lord of Lords . . . And yet He washed feet. 
 Mark 12:37 – “. . . And the common people heard Him gladly.” 
C. Little is much if God is in it . . . And God is in you through His Holy Spirit.  You 

are a conduit for God’s power to work through to others. 
D. God’s Plan for Man’s Salvation 


