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Eight Things Every Parent Should Want their 

Children to Know 
Proverbs 22:6 

 

INTRODUCTION: 
A. Proverbs 22:6 – “Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old 

he will not depart from it.”  (NKJV) 
(NIV) – “Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not 
turn from it.” 
(ESV) –   “Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will  
not depart from it.” 
(NCV) – “Train children how to live right, and when they are old, they will not 
change.” 

 1. That passage has been around since about 950 B.C. close to 3,000 years 
now.  

 2. It has long been read. 
 3. It has often been misunderstood. 
 4. It has long been used to misrepresent the matter of children growing up in 

Christian homes never leaving or departing from the truths they have been 
taught. 

 5. It emphasizes that parents must train up their children. 
  a. This training involves: 

1. Instruction.  Ephesians 6:4 – “ . . . Bring them up in the training and 
admonition of the Lord.”  This says passage says parents are to 
“bring  them up” . . . Not take them down. 

2. Encouragement.  Colossians 3:20 – “Children, obey your parents in 
all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord.” 

   3. Discipline.   
  b. A good parent will model good behavior and set a good example for his  
   children. 
   1. It is different to inculcate doctrine with a negative example. 
   2. “. . . In whose faith follow . . . “  Hebrews 13:17 
   3. The power of a positive exampled is seen in 2 Timothy 1:5 – “When I  

call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt first 
in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am 
persuaded is in you also.” 

B. There are things which we need to make sure our children know. 
 1. It is certain that: 

a. Children are going to be taught . . . But who will teach them? 
b. Children are going to be taught . . . But what will they be taught. 
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c. Children will become the products of what they are taught . . . What will 
they turn out to be? 

 2. Some popular TV ads in the past urged parents to talk with our children  
about drugs and smoking. 
a. The ads suggested that some parents find it difficult to get around to  

dealing with those issues.  And certainly those are not the only  
damaging issues that need to be addressed. 

  b. You must deal with those issues before those issues deal with your  
children. 

  c. The message is . . . Don’t take it for granted that they understand.   
   1. Be certain. 
   2. Sit down and talk about it. 
   3. Ask questions that need to be asked and answer questions that are  

asked. 
C. These introductory thoughts provide our basis of approach in this study. 
 1. Don’t assume your children understand the matters in this lesson. 
 2. Follow up on this study . . . sit down and talk about it . . . Find out . . . Make  

sure because souls, the precious souls of your children are at stake 
 
First . . . YOU ARE MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD 
A. Not all the world will tell them that . . . Not all the world will teach them that  

. . . Not all their teachers will believe that . . . . Not all their science textbooks 
will show them that.   

B. You are here by creation . . . not by chance or evolution!  You are not the by-
product of a chance of amino-acids given a sufficient electric charge to self-
determine your advance from the primordial seas to dry land and world 
domination. 

 1. You are the result of intelligent design and eternal purpose. 
a. Genesis 1:1 – “In the beginning God created the heavens and the 

earth.”  Ten powerful words to tell you about where you live. 
b. Genesis 1:26-27 – “God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, 

according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the 
sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and 
over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.’  

    So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He  
   created him; male and female He created them.”  That would be who  
   you are. 

2. You are spiritual . . . Not alien! 
a. You are not the offspring of alien invaders from outer space.  Rather, 

you are the offspring of God.  The Bible says so in speaking about God 
in  Acts 17:28 – “. . . We are also His offspring.” 
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b. God is the Father of our spirits.  Hebrews 12:9 – “Furthermore, we 
have had human fathers who corrected us, and we paid them 
respect. Shall we not much more readily be in subjection to the 
Father of spirits and live? ” 

c. We partake of His nature.  Genesis 1:26, 27 – “Then God said, "Let 
Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over 
the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps 
on the earth."  So God created man in His own image; in the image of 
God He created him; male and female He created them.” 

d. There is in all of us the desire to find and know our Creator.  
Ecclesiastes 3:11 – “He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also 
He has put eternity in their hearts, except that no one can find out the 
work that God does from beginning to end.” 
1. Did you hear that?  God has put in our hearts that which lives on 

beyond this life. 
2. God has put eternity in our hearts . . . What are you going to do with 

your eternity. 
3. Romans 1:20 – “ For since the creation of the world His invisible  

attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are 
made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without 
excuse.” 
a. How can the invisible be seen? . . . It can be seen through the  

Bible and through faith in the Bible. 
    b. In God’s sight we are “without excuse” in not knowing these things.   

1. He has made ways for us to know . . . Creation . . . And  
Revelation of His Holy inspired Book . . . The Bible. 

     2. The Bible is God’s mind in print and we had better mind the  
mind of God because we are going to meet it again in the 
judgment. 

c. Acts 17:27 - “He is not far from each one of us.” 
 3. Salvation, not self-glorification should be your goal. 
  a. There is a purpose for our existence and an explanation for the way  

things are.  Be sure to find it. 
   1. You have an eternal soul. 
   2. You have worth beyond the value of this entire world. 
   3. Desiderata  “ . . . You are a child of the universe, no less than the  

trees and the stars; you have a right to be here.”   
   4. You are so loved that the Son of God gave His life and died for you. 

b. You must develop the right worldview.  Without it life will be empty and 
miserable . . . See it as God sees it . . . Approach it through God’s view 
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c. Only with God as the center and focus of your reality is there any true 
happiness found it this world.  Live . . . Don’t just exist! 

C. Every parent should want their children to know that THEY ARE CREATED 
AND MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD! 

 
Second . . . THE BIBLE IS THE WORD OF GOD 
A. Is anybody listening? 

1. If God speaks and nobody listens, what benefits and help can be had? 
2. Ecclesiastes 12:12 – “ . . . Of making many books there is no end . . . ” 
 a. There is a big difference between the books that men make and the  
  Book that makes men. 

b. Many books can inform; only the Bible can transform. 
 c. Let the Bible be your guide and success will be your future. 
 d. When you reject the Word of God, you reject the God of the Word 

  e. God is as good as His word. 
 f. In a changing world, trust God’s unchanging Word. 
 g. The Bible is God’s mind in print . . . Imprint it on your mind. 
3. God has not put forth the effort over 1600 years (sixteen centuries) to  
 produce a Book that is unimportant. 

B. This Book claiming to be infallible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) . . . and a standard for 
eternal judgment (Revelation 22:18-19) is worthy of your attention. That 
should be an attention getter. 

 1. The Bible should be mandatory reading for everyone. 
  a. The only way the Bible will ever be of any value to you is by reading it. 
   1. Psalm 119:11 – “Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I might  

not sin against You.”     
   2. 2 Timothy 2:15 – “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a  

worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth.” 

3. Psalm 119:9 – “How can a young man cleanse his way?  By taking 
heed according to Your word.”  You children and grandchildren need 
to know that! 

b. Ignorance is not bliss . . . Nor is it an excuse!  Why wait till you have 
messed up to find out what to do.  

 2. When you read the Bible it will seem that the Bible has already read you. 
C. Commandments are not suggestions! 
 1. Billboard:  “I meant it!”  God 
 2. It is not a take it or leave it proposition.  It’s not “I will if I want to” . . . . He  

willed, now want to     

  a. Hebrews 2:1 – “Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the  
   things we have heard, lest we drift away. .” 

b. Do you want to hear strong and powerful Biblical truth?   



CHRISTIAN HOME – Eight Things Every Parent Should Want their Children to Know 5 

Hebrews 10:28-31 – “Anyone who has rejected Moses' law dies without 
mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses.  
 Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought 
worthy who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood 
of the covenant by which he was sanctified a common thing, and 
insulted the Spirit of grace?  

   For we know Him who said, ‘Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,’ says  
    The Lord.  And again, "The LORD  will judge His people.’  
    It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” 
   c. The Bible is indeed the all-inspired Word of God and the evil one will  

try to keep you from it . . . Don’t let him . . . Top be forewarned is to be 
forearmed.  

D. C. Every parent should want their children to know that THE BIBLE IS THE 
ALL INSPIRED, ALL AUTHORITAVIE WORD OF GOD! 

  
Third . . . THERE IS ONLY ONE CHURCH 
A. They will have hundreds, yea, thousands of wrong choices about churches . . . 

They should know about the only right one.  
1. God is not the author of confusion.  1 Corinthians 14:33 – “For God is not 

the Author of confusion but of peace . . .”  . . . He wants us to know the 
truth about the one Church  . . .  

 a. The one church was promised and prophesied about in Isaiah 2:2-3 
 b. The one church that Jesus died in order for it to b built.  Acts 20:28 
 c. The one church that the Bibles identifies as His only bride.  Ephesians 5: 
 d. The one church that the Bible identifies as its head.  Ephesians 5:23 
 e. The one church that the Bible claims Jesus Christ to be its Savior.   

Ephesians 5:23 
 d. The one church that is identified by God as being only one.  Ephesians  

4:4 
e. The one church the Bibles describes as being “glorious, not having spot 

or wrinkle, but that it should be holy and blameless.”  Ephesians 5:27 
f. The one church Jesus adds the saved to.  Acts 2:47 
g. The one church Jesus is returning in the air to call up, gather together, 

and take home to the Father in Heaven.  1 Corinthians 15:24 
B. Years ago on television, one would quite often hear the public service 

announcement, “Join the church of your choice.”  No!  Become a member 
of the church of God’s choice. 
1. Where were you given a choice . . . Certainly not in the Bible. 
2. The choice has already been made regarding the church.  Our choice 

today is the same as Joshua’s:  Choose you this day whom you will 
serve  . . .”  Joshua 24:15 

3. If you choose to serve Christ, you must choose His church. 
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C. Every parent should want their children to know that THERE IS ONLY ONE 
CHURCH TAUGHT ABOUT IN THE BIBLE AND IT STILL EXISTS 
TODAY 

 
Fourth . . . THERE ARE WICKED PEOPLE AND WICKED PLACES IN THE  
                  WORLD 
A. There are wicked people in the world and many of them will want you to join  

Them . . . But they will not want to join you. 
1. It is disappointing to learn that there are wicked people in this world . . . 

Wicked people that can help cause to be lost eternally. 
2. It is even more disappointing to find out that some of the folks are among 

your best friends. 
3. It is hard to accept that people that are enjoyable can be wicked, evil or 

bad. 
a. Genesis 3:13 – “ And the LORD  God said to the woman, "What is this 

you have done?" The woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I 
ate.’"  Satan in the form of a sneaking snaked, deceived Eve . . . He 
wanted it that way.  
1. Unfortunately, that can still happen today  2 Corinthians 11:3 – “But I  

fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so 

your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity* that is in Christ.”  

2. 1 Peter 5:8 – “Be sober, be vigilant; because* your adversary the 
devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.”  

3. 2 Corinthians 11:14-15 – “And no wonder! For Satan himself 
transforms himself into an angel of light.  
  Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also transform 
themselves into ministers of righteousness, whose end will be 
according to their works.”  Tricky little devils, aren’t they?  

  4. There is some good news for you.  James 4:7 – “. . . Resist the devil  
   and he will flee from you.” 
  5. How can that be?  Let the Bible answer in 1 John 4:4 – “. . . “Because  
   He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.  

c. Satan will work through his followers, wicked people,” in order to entrap 
and destroy you.  

B. The Bible warns against making friends with wicked people.   
1. 1 Corinthians 15:33 – “Do not be deceived:  "Evil company corrupts good 

habits.” 
2. Proverbs 22:24 – “Make no friendship with an angry man, and with a 

furious man do not go.” 
3. Certainly the Bible gives many examples of what happens to people when 

they are not committed to righteousness.  
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a. Proverbs 1:10-19 – (10) “My son, if sinners entice you, do not consent    
Keep your foot from their path.  (15-16) My son dot not walk in the way 
with them . . .”  

b. Judges 16:1-20 – Samson chose Delilah (Philistine woman) and look at 
her influence over him.  Right after he saw what she was up to, his eyes 
were put out and he could longer see at all.  

 c. 1 Kings 13 – An older prophet at Bethel misled led the younger prophet 
from Judea and it cost the young man his life that very day.  (18) “. . . He 
was lying to him.”    

D. Recorded on  the pages of the Old Testament, God ordered the seven 
wicked nations destroyed so their wickedness would not infect His 
chosen people.  You know the tragedy of how that turned out.  The 
wickedness of the people that remained eventually overcame the 
righteousness of the people of God, and God rejected them.  

E. Matthew 26:48-49 – Judas was influenced by earthly greed and sided 
with the enemies of Christ in selling out our Savior in betrayal   

4. Childhood friends become adults.  Parents, siblings, religious instruction 
and education influence them.  Truth and righteousness may cause a 
separation. 

5. Wicked people will try to influence you . . . May they fail miserably in their 
efforts.  Illustration:  Bro. Leo Snow, Bible teacher at Lipscomb and 
preacher at Vultee many decades ago.  Christian friends moved away   . . . 
became alcoholics . . . Later saw them and asked them why . . .  
Paraphrase:  “Where we moved to, our neighbors next door taught us how 
to drink.”  There are wicked people and wicked places in this world.   
- Changing the label will not change the contents of the bottle.  
- He who brings evil to himself brings misery for others.  

 a. Choose your friends wisely and carefully. 
 b. Lead them to do good . . . Do not allow them to lead you to bad. 
 c. To lift up others you must stand higher that than are. 
 d. You can do more good by being good than any other way. 
 e. If you don’t live it, you don’t have it.   
 f. What one does is the result of what one is. 
 g. You do not believe what you do not live. 
 h. Godly talk does not always imply a godly walk . . . Evan Satan quoted  

Scripture when tempting Jesus in Matthew 4 
C. Every parent should want their children to know that THERE ARE WICKED 

PEOPLE AND WICKED PLACES IN THE WORLD! 
 
Fifth . . . GOD HATES DIVORCE 
A. Always has . . . Always will. 
 1. The world makes it easy . . . God’s Word makes it wrong. 
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 2. It is a lot easier to stay out of a bad marriage than it is to get out of  
one . . . Especially where children are involved. 

3. Because divorce is so rampant . . . so glamorized in print, media, television, 
movies, in every community, in so many families, that children growing up 
come to think of it as common place and okay . . . acceptable and 
fashionable and an easy way out of marriage for any reason.  Listening 
friends . . . It is anything and everything but okay!  

B. Divorce is a terrible thing.   
1. While God made a narrow provision for it, He hates it just the same.     

  Malachi 2:16 – “For the LORD  God of Israel says That He hates divorce . . ” 
2. Divorce is not God’s desired will for man in marriage.  Genesis 2:24 – 

“Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his 
wife, and they shall become one flesh.” 

3. Any time a divorce occurs somebody sins.  Never under any 
circumstances whatsoever can there be a scriptural divorce with two 
innocent parties.  That bears repeating. 
a. Matthew 5:32 – “But I say to you that whoever divorces his wife for any 

reason EXCEPT sexual immorality causes her to commit adultery; and 
whoever marries a woman who is divorced commits adultery.” 

b. Matthew 19:3-9 – “The Pharisees also came to Him, testing Him, and  
saying to Him, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for just any 
reason?"  

    4 And He answered and said to them, "Have you not read that He  
   who made them at the beginning 'made them male and female,' 
    5 and said, 'For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother  
   and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh'? 
    6 So then, they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God  
   has joined together, let not man separate."  
    7 They said to Him, "Why then did Moses command to give a  
   certificate of divorce, and to put her away?"  
    8 He said to them, "Moses, because of the hardness of your hearts,  
   permitted you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not  
   so.  
    9 And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, EXCEPT for sexual  
   immorality, and marries another, commits adultery; and whoever marries  
   her who is divorced commits adultery."    

c. Luke 16:18 – “ Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits 
adultery; and whoever marries her who is divorced from her husband 
commits adultery.” 

d. 1 Corinthians 7:10-11 – “To the married I command, yet not I but the  
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Lord: A wife is not to depart from her husband.  But even if she does 
depart, let her remain unmarried or be reconciled to her husband. And a 
husband is not to divorce his wife.” 

3. A popular idea today . . . “If it doesn’t work out we will get a divorce.” 
a. Divorce negatively impacts a lot of people. 
 1. You and your spouse 
 2. The children 
 3. The parents 
 4. Whom you remarry 
 5. Your friends 
 6. The Church  
 7. The nation 
b. You can make your marriage work out, but it requires the total 

commitment of both spouses. 
c. Remember again . . . It is much easier to stay out of a bad situation 

than it is to get out of one! 
C. Every parent should want their children to know that GOD HATES DIVORCE 

AND IT CAN CAUSE THEM TO LOSE THEIR SOULS. 
 
Sixth . . . BAPTISM IS IMPORTANT 
A. In spite of what much of today’s religious world thinks about it . . . God’s Word  

says differently.  
 1. What the majority of people believe or desire does not dictate God’s  

acceptance or disapproval in any matter.   
2. The standard for all time and eternity is this . . . What does the Bible say?” 
3. If one farmer standing out in the middle of a 1500 acre field on his farm in 

Iowa said baptism is an immersion in water for the remission of sins, and 
every other person in the world said “no, it is not,” the farmer would be the 
only one right and the rest of the world would be wrong. 

B. “Baptism does also now save us.”  1 Peter 3:21  
1. God put baptism in the Bible as one of the components of our salvation 

because it has a purpose that He intended to be fulfilled.  
 2. Baptism is not a work of our own righteousness. 
 3. Contrary to what many religions and religious groups teach, baptism is an  

essential part of becoming a Christian and receiving forgiveness for our 
sins for salvation.  Let’s examine the Scriptures: 
a. Acts 2:38 –Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you 

be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and 
 you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
b. 1 Peter 3:21 - There is also an antitype which now saves us – baptism  

(not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good 
conscience toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,  
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c. Acts 22;16 - . . . Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling 
on the name of the Lord. 

d. Mark 16:16 - He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who 
does not believe will be condemned. 

e. Galatians 3:27 – For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have 
put on Christ.  

f. Romans 6:3-5 - Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?  
 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that 
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even 
so we also should walk in newness of life.  
 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, 
certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection. 

 g. Colossians 2:12 – Buried with Him in baptism, in which you also  
were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised 
Him from the dead.  

 4. Baptism puts one into Christ where the remission of sins is. 
C. There are some people baptism will not save. 
 1. Baptism will not save the unbeliever until he believes and obeys.   
  Mark 16:15-16 

2. Baptism will not save the impenitent until he repents and obeys.   
 Luke 13:3, 5;  Acts 2:38 

 3. Baptism will not save the man-pleaser until he turns toward God and 
obeys.  Galatians 1:10 – “. . . For if I still pleased men, I would not be a 
servant of Christ.” 

 4. Baptism will not save the lover of the world until he becomes a lover of God 
and obeys.   

  5. Baptism will not save the closet confessor until he confesses Christ openly  
   and obeys.   
  6. Matthew 6:24 – “No man can serve two masters:  for either he will hate the  

  one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to one and despise the other 
. . .” 

D. Five Views of Baptism & Salvation.  Mark 16:16 - He who believes and is 
baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned. 

 1. CATHOLIC - “He who believes NOT and is baptized shall be saved.” 

2. ATHEIST - “He who believes and is baptized shall NOT be saved.” 

3. UNIVERSALIST - “He who believes NOT and is NOT baptized shall be 

  saved.” 

4. BAPTIST - “He who believes and is NOT baptized shall be saved.” 

5. JESUS - “He who believes AND is baptized shall be saved”   
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ILLUSTRATION:  The importance of the word “And” in the verse . . . If I 
should say “Michael ‘AND’ Tony, please come here” . . . That Means both 
of them come here).   One the other hand, If I should say, “Michael ‘OR’ 
Tony, please come here  . . .   That would mean one of the two, but not 
both, will be sufficient and all that I would be requiring to come here.)  

E. Baptism is important . . . And baptism implies an obligation. 
 1. Baptism into Christ is not a “rite of passage,” nor is it an example of 

symbolism over substance . . . It has real meaning . . . It is how we reach 
and are cleansed by the blood of Christ and accepted into a covenant 
relationship with our Heavenly Father. 

  a. Revelation 5:9 - For You were slain, And have redeemed us to God by  
   Your blood  Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation,  
  b. Ephesians 1:6-7 - He made us accepted in the Beloved.  In Him we  

 have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to 
the riches of His grace  

   c. Colossians 1:14 - in whom we have redemption through His blood, the  
   forgiveness of sins.  
  d. Colossians 1:20 - And by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him,  
   whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through  
   the blood of His cross.  
  e. Hebrews 9:12 - Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own  
   blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained  
   eternal redemption.  
  f. Hebrews 9:22 - . . . Without shedding of blood there is no remission.  
  g. Hebrews 13:12 - That He might sanctify the people with His own blood.  
  h. 1 Peter 1:18-19 - Knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible  
   things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition  
   from your fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb  
   without blemish and without spot.  
 2. The baptized believer is under obligation to God to live right according to 

the Scriptures and to conform himself into the image and example of Christ.  
Romans 6:1-11 

F. Please follow carefully in what we are about to present to this audience from 
the Bible. 
1. 1 Thessalonians 2:12 – “That would walk worthy of God who calls you into 

His own kingdom and glory.” 
2. How does God do His calling?  1 Thessalonians 2:14 – “He called you by 

our gospel. 
3. What is the gospel He calls us by or through?  I Corinthians 15:1-4 – “     

 1 Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to 
you, which also you received and in which you stand,  
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 2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I 
preached to you — unless you believed in vain.  
 3 For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ 
died (1st part of the gospel)  for our sins according to the Scriptures,  
 4 and that He was buried, (2nd part of the gospel) and that He rose again 
the third day  (3rd part of the gospel) according to the Scriptures.” 

 4. How do I obey the gospel . . . How do I obey the death, burial, and 
resurrection of Christ which the gospel is?  I need to know that . . . It is 
too important for me and my children not to know!  Let me show you how. 

Romans 6:3-4 -   3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death (1st part of the 
gospel)?  
 4 Therefore we were buried , (2nd part of the gospel) with Him through 
baptism into death,  that just as Christ was raised day  (3rd part of the 
gospel) from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should 
walk in newness of life.  
 5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, 
certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 

 5. We are called through the gospel to obey the gospel . . . The death, burial 
& resurrection of Christ, the perfect sacrifice made for our sins.  However, 
what if I fail or refuse to obey the gospel?  What will happen to me when 
Jesus comes again.  It is not a pretty picture, but I must reveal it to you. 
1. 2 Thessalonians 1:7-8 – “And to give you who are troubled rest with us 

when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels,  
 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who (1) do not know God, 
and on (2) those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

  2. Hebrews 10:31 – “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living  
   God.” 
G. Every parent should want their children to know that BAPTISM IS 

IMPORTANT AND HEAVEN CANNOT BE REACHED WITHOUT IT. 
 

Seventh . . . SIN IS BLACK . . . HELL IS HOT . . . AND ETERNITY IS  
                    FOREVER 
A. Sin stains the soul . . .  And you only have one soul. 

1. We hear people reference “big sins” and little sins” . . . “Lies” . . . “Bold face 
lies” . . . And “Little white lies.”  
a. People become comfortable with such terminology while overlooking the  

fact  that while Society may back it up, that it is not good theology and 
the Bible will not support it. 

  b. There is no such thing as a little sin.  Sin is sin, period! 
   John 1:6-10 – “If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in  
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   darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.  
But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with 

   one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from  
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is  

   not in us.  
    If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins  

   and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
    If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His  

   word is not in us.” 
c. God does not fellowship the impenitent sinner.  Isaiah 59:1-2 – “Behold, 

the LORD's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; Nor His ear heavy, 
That it cannot hear.  

    But your iniquities have separated you from your God; And your  
   sins have hidden His face from you, So that He will not hear.” 
 2. Sin turned from is sin not to be continued in.   
B. God will punish sin . . . That is why you need to turn your sins over to Christ . 
 1. There is a popular idea that God is too good an loving to punish sin . . .  

Book, chapter, and verse please . . . That is not in the Bible.  
a. Remember the great flood in Genesis 6-9. 
b. Remember Sodom and Gomorrah in Genesis 19. 
c. Remember the good intentions of Uzzah in 2 Samuel 6. 

2. Hell is not a fairy tale. 
a. Hell is ETERNAL . . . It will never cease.  Matthew 24:46, our Lord said,  

   “And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous  
   into eternal life.” 
  b. Hell is a place of DARKNESS.  In Jude 13 the writer, in describing  
   false teachers, said” . . . For whom is reserved the blackness of  
   darkness forever.” 

d. Hell is a place of FIRE. 
   1. In Matthew 13:42, Hell is described as a “furnace of fire.” 
   2. In Mark 9:44-45 – “The fire is not quenched.” 
   3. In Revelation 20:10 – “Fire and brimstone.” 
   4. In Revelation 20:15 – “The lake of fire.” 
  e. Hell is a place of PAIN. 
   1. In Matthew 25:30 Jesus in describing the punishment of the one  
    talent man, said”. . . There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

2. The rich man in Luke 16:24, said, “For I am tormented in this flame.” 
e. Hell is a place of NO REST whatsoever. 

   1. Revelation 14:11 – “. . . And they shall have no rest day nor night.” 
   2. Revelation 20:10 – “The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the  
    lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are.   
    And they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.” 
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  f. In hell there will be . . . 
   a. No RELIEF . . . Not time out . . . No up time from the down time of  
    being lost. 
   b. No HOPE of ever getting out.  
    1. It it lasted 100, 1000, or 1,000,000 years one would have hope. 
    2. Listening friends, after a man has been in Hell a hundred thousand  
     million, billion, trillion years, he has no less time to stay. 
    3. Dante, in his famous poem, “The Inferno,” said the sign hanging  
     over Hell’s door ought to be “Thou Who Enter This Door Leave All  
     Hope Behind.” 
    4.Hell is a hopeless and helpless place. 

 g. In hell people will RETAIN THEIR MENTAL FACULTIES.  Luke 16:25 –  
  “But Abraham said, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime you received  
  your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is  

 comforted and you are tormented.”  Observation:  This may be one of 
the worse punishments of all to be there knowing and remembering you 
did not have to go there . . . You had a choice but failed to make the 
right choice of obeying the gospel and serving God. 

 h. Hell will be a place of DIVIDED FAMILIES. 
   1. If your family is saved, then your family will go to Heaven. 
   2. If your family is lost, then your family will go to Hell. 
   3. If some of your family is saved, they will be going to Heaven . . .  
    Thereby leaving the lost members of your family going to Hell. 

4Families are going to be divided in eternity because they are already  
Divided on earth.   

    a. You should want your family to be saved. 
    b. Our Lord does not want your family to be a divided family. 
    c. Dedicate yourself to taking your family to Heaven. 
    d. You need to teach your family the will of God. 
C. God is not slack concerning all that He says about sin . . . Believe Him! 
D. Loving Christian parents want their children to learn that: 

1. Life is more than what we will experience before death . . . It will continue 
on somewhere after death had been experienced here. 

2. Like Easu was to Isaac & Rebecca in Genesis 26:25 where the Bible says, 
in speaking of Esau marrying two Hittite women, Judith and Basemath, 
“There were a source of grief to Isaac and Rebekah.” 
a. Decisions made by sons and daughters can hurt the hearts of loving 

parents. 
b. Decisions made my parents can hurt the hearts and lives of loving sons 

and daughters if the wrong kinds of decisions are made. 
c. Ecclesiastes 3:11 – “. . . He has put eternity in their hearts . .”  Where 

are you going to put your heart and soul in eternity?  
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d. Remember the three Ds of life . . . Decisions determine destiny.   
D. Every parent should want their children to know that SIN IS BLACK . . . HELL 

IS HOT . . . AND ETERNITY IS FOREVER?   CHOOSE WISELEY! 
 
Eight . . . GOD WANTS YOU TO BECOME A CHRISTIAN AND LIVE IN          
               HEAVEN 
A. You will have to live somewhere in eternity . . . Why not let it be Heaven? 

1. There are only two choices of where to live. 
2. A failure to make the right one and the other one is automatically made for  

you. 
3. WHAT you live for in this life will determine WHO you will live with in the 

next. 
B. If you go to Heaven it will be by choice . . . If you miss Heaven it will be 

by your failure.  Le me repeat that statement again . . . If you go to Heaven 
it will be by choice . . . If you miss Heaven it will be by your failure.    

C. Heaven invites you . . . It is now all up to you. 
D. Every parent should want their children to know that GOD WANTS YOU TO 

BECOME A CHRISTIAN AND LIVE IN HEAVEN! 
 
CONCLUSION: 
A. I want my children and grandchildren to know: 
 1. YOU ARE MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD 
 2. THE BIBLE IS THE WORD OF GOD 
 3. THERE IS ONLY ONE CHURCH 
 4. THERE ARE WICKED PEOPLE AND WICKED PLACES IN THE WORLD 
 5. GOD HATES DIVORCE 
 6. BAPTISM IS IMPORTANT 
 7. SIN IS BLACK . . . HELL IS HOT . . . AND ETERNITY IS FOREVER 
 8. GOD WANTS YOU TO BECOME A CHRISTIAN AND LIVE IN HEAVEN 
B. While there are many more things all parents should want their children to  

know, these rank among the more important things that should not be  
neglected or avoided. 

C. Some of the best advice I can give parents to pass along to their children is 
what Mary told the servants at the wedding feast in Cana of Galilee . . . 
“Whatever He says to you, do it.”  John 2:5 

D. “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed 

away; behold, all things have become new.”  2 Corinthians 5:17  

E. God’s Plan for man’s Salvation 
 
 
 
 



CHRISTIAN HOME – Eight Things Every Parent Should Want their Children to Know 16 

Desiderata 

Go placidly amid the noise and the haste, and remember what peace there may 

be in silence.  As far as possible without surrender be on good terms with all 
persons.  Speak your truth quietly and clearly; and listen to others, even to the 
dull and the ignorant, they too have their story.  Avoid loud and aggressive 
persons, they are vexations to the spirit. 
 

If you compare yourself with others, you may become vain or bitter; for always 

there will be greater and lesser persons than yourself.  Enjoy your achievements 
as well as your plans.  Keep interested in your own career, however humble; it is 
a real possession in the changing fortunes of time. 
 

Exercise caution in your business affairs, for the world is full of trickery.  But let 

not this blind you to what virtue there is; many persons strive for high ideals, and 
everywhere life is full of heroism.  Be yourself.  Especially do not feign affection.  
Neither be cynical about love; for in the face of all aridity and disenchantment it is 
as perennial as the grass.  Take kindly the counsel of the years, gracefully 
surrendering the things of youth. 
 

Nurture strength of spirit to shield you in sudden misfortune.  But do not distress 

yourself with dark imaginings.  Many fears are born of fatigue and loneliness.   
Beyond a wholesome discipline, be gentle with yourself.   You are a child of the 
universe, no less than the trees and the stars; you have a right to be here.  
And whether or not it is clear to you, no doubt the universe is unfolding as it 
should. 
 

Therefore, be at peace with God, whatever you conceive Him to be.  And 

whatever your labors and aspirations in the noisy confusion of life, keep peace in 
your soul.  With all its sham, drudgery and broken dreams; it is still a beautiful 
world. Be cheerful. 
 
Strive to be happy. 
 
The author is Max Ehrmann, a poet and lawyer from Terre Haute, Indiana, who lived from 
1872 to 1945 . . . An earthly sojourn of some 73 or so years.  


