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God’s Agreement with Abraham . . . & Us 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
A.  I want to share a statement with you, and I want you to react to the statement.   
 Here is the statement: “When we refuse to learn from the past, we condemn 

the present and destroy the future.”  
B. Two lesson texts: 
 1. Romans 15:4 - “For whatever things were written before were written for 

our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures 
might have hope.” 

 2. 1 Corinthians 10:6 - “Now these things became our examples, to the intent 
that we should not lust after evil things as they also lusted.” 

C. What is your reaction to the statement, “When we refuse to learn from the 
past, we condemn the present   and destroy the future?” 

 1. A typical teenage reaction:  “Boring!  Lame!  Lame!” 
 2. Typical young adult reaction:  “Forget the past.  History is a waste of time!  

This is a new world, a new age.  The world has never experienced anything 
like today!” 

 c. Typical middle aged reaction:  “The past does not make a lot of sense;  the 
present makes no sense at all.   Confusion is all I get when I try to put the 
past and present together.” 

 d. Typical post-retirement reaction:  “There is a lot to be said for the past.  The 
present scares men to  death.  I do not even want to think about the future.” 

D. Friends, do people exist in every age group who realize that understanding 
the past powerfully contributes  to understanding the present?   

 1. While I believe the answer to be yes, I also believe they are in the minority. 
 2. These understand that the failure to learn from the past condemns the 

present and destroys the future. 
D. This further underscores the importance of studying and becoming more 

knowledgeable of the Old Testament. 
 
THE OLD TESTAMENT PROPHETS COULD NOT INTEREST ISRAEL IN 
LEARNING LESSONS FROM THEIR PAST, AND, THAT DISINTEREST 
DESTROYED THEM. 
A. Israel and Judah absolutely refused to consider any lessons from the past as 

being relevant to their world or their lives.  Can’t you hear them now . . . 
 1. “This is a different world and a different age!” 
 2. “We have never been slaves!  We did not live in the wilderness!  We have 

had a good life for generations!” 
  a. “We have nothing to learn from Abraham!  We are not a bunch of 

nomads!” 
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  b. “Moses has nothing to say to us!  We are not a bunch of slaves 
wandering in the dessert!” 

  c. “Joshua has nothing to teach us!  This land is ours and has been for 
several hundred years!” 

  d. The only thing we need to learn from our ancestor’ mistakes is, Do not 
be a bunch of losers!” 

  e. “We do not need to learn anything about their relationship with God—we 
figured God out; we have  religion down pat.” 

B. So God commissioned the prophets to take His message to people who 
refused to listen. 

 1. Isaiah was eager to take God’s message.  Isaiah 6 
  a. God asked, “Who will  send?” 
  b. Isaiah said, “I am her; send me!” 
  c. God said, “Okay, go to Judah and speak for Me.” 
  d. Isaiah said, “For how long do you want men to go, Lord?” 
  e. God said, “Until the cities are destroyed and no one lives in them; until 

farm houses are empty and no one lives in them; until the land is so 
empty that there is nothing but the wind blowing.” 

   f. Did those things happen?  Yes . . . very definitely yes!  Why did those 
things happen?  The answer is clear:  No one listened to the lessons 
from the past, and nothing changed. 

  2. Jeremiah was not eager to take God’s message.  Jeremiah 1 
   a. God said, “Jeremiah, I am appointing you a prophet to the nations.” 
   b. Jeremiah said, “No thank you Lord, I don’t want that job.” 
   c. God said, “You will go unafraid wherever I tell you to go.” 
   d. God said, “Tell Judah that something horrible will soon happen to 

them.” 
   e. God said, “I will use you to condemn the wickedness of Jerusalem.” 
   f. God said, “They will fight you, but they won’t win.” 
   g. Jeremiah took God’s message. 
    1. Jeremiah did not change anybody’s hearth or mind. 
    2. It seemed such a useless effort that Jeremiah even tried to quit. 
   h. Why was it such a useless effort?  No one listened to the lessons 

from the past, and nothing changed. 
 
WHEN ONE GENERATION LEARNS LESSONS THE HARD WAY FROM A 
LIFE ALTERING EXPERIENCE, THEIR LESSONS BECOME MEANINGLESS 
ADVICE TO FUTURE GENERATIONS. 
A. Some practical  illustrations. 
 1. Teens, let’s say that you are a passenger in a car with a drinking teen 

driver. 
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  a. The car wrecks, killing the drinking driver, and you barely escape with 
your life and that only after a long hospital stay. 

  b. When you are a grandparent, (as many of you are and others will be), 
will your grandchildren listen when you talk about the dangers of 
drinking and driving. 

  c. What do you let your grandparents teach you? 
 2. Grandparents, think of the worst experience in your life. 
  a. Think of the most important lesson you learned from the experience. 
  b. Can you teach that lesson to your grandchildren to the point they will 

never think of repeating your experience? 
  c. It is just meaningless advice from some older person who does not 

understand today’s world? 
 
THERE IS SOMETHING BASIC, SOMETHING FUNDAMENTAL YOU MUST 
UNDERSTAND ABOUT GOD’S WORK WITH PEOPLE. 
A. God always has worked with people through the agreement of a covenant. 
 1. In Genesis 17 God established a covenant with Abraham. 
 2. In Exodus 19 God established a covenant with the nation of Israel. 
B. If your reaction is “so what” let me share with you how important God’s 

covenant with Abraham is so you   will understand  the “so what.” 
 1. If you are a Christian, you exist as God’s child specifically because of 

God’s covenant with Abraham. 
 2. If you are not a Christian, you can become one specifically because of the 

covenant God established with Abraham. 
 3. The first time God promised to bring a blessing to all people is when He 

made the promise to Abraham. 
  a. The Bible teaches that Jesus was born in order for God to keep His 

promise to Abraham. 
  b. The Bible teaches that Jesus surrendered to the cross in order to keep 

His promise to Abraham. 
  c. The Bible teaches that forgiveness of sins in Jesus Christ is preached to 

all people on earth because of God’s promise to Abraham. 
  d. The Bible teaches that you and I can be forgiven of our sins because of 

the promise god made to  Abraham. 
  e. The Bible teaches that God made perfect atonement for every evil a 

Christian commits because of God’s promise to Abraham. 
 4. That promise was a part of the covenant, and God who cannot lie, made 

that covenant with Abraham.  The promise had to be kept. 
  a. Abraham entered that covenant agreement with God. 
  b. Abraham accepted the responsibility of that covenant agreement. 
  c. Abraham had a basic understanding of the covenant, and the covenant 

determined how Abraham used his life. 
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C. Let me endeavor to put all this together in a way that you can incorporate it 
into your understanding and  take it home with you. 

 1. God offered Abraham a covenant agreement, and Abraham accepted it. 
  a. The symbol that verified the covenant between God and Abraham was 

physical circumcision. 
  b. That covenant included all of Abraham’s descendants through Isaac 

who would be circumcised and keep the covenant. 
  c. Hundreds of years later God ended Israel’s slavery in Egypt in order to 

keep and honor the covenant with Abraham. 
  d. Every year, throughout their generations, Israel remembered God’s act 

of covenant through keeping the Passover. 
  e. Then God made an additional covenant with the nation of Israel Mt. 

Sinai. 
   1. Among other things, He gave them ten commandments. 
   2. They accepted the ten commandments. 
   3. Those commandments stressed two things: 
    a. The first four said, “This is how you treat God.” 
    b. The remaining six said, “This is how you treat people.” 
 2. The New Testament emphasizes that all Christians are included in the 

covenant God made with Abraham.  What the Jews were physically, we are 
spiritually. 

  a. The symbol of the covenant is the circumcised heart which occurs when 
we are baptized.  Colossians 2:11-12 - “In Him you were also 
circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, by putting off the 
body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, buried with 
Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in 
the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.” 

  b. When you and i accept that covenant agreement with god, God ends our 
slavery to sin. 

  c. Every week when we partake of the Lord’s Supper, we remember that 
God ended our slavery by Jesus’ death. 

   1. Not a physical Passover, but a spiritual one. 
   2. 1 Corinthians 5:7 says, “. . . For indeed Christ, our Passover, was 

sacrificed for us.” 
  d. God makes every Christian a part of His spiritual kingdom or nation. 
   1. In this spiritual nation, Jesus’ teachings tell us how to live. 
   2. “This is how you are to treat God.” 
   3. “This is how you are to treat people.” 
 3. This is what happened in Acts 2 when the people first became Christians. 
  a. In Acts 2, Jewish believers understood that God was keeping His 

promise. 
  b. They understood that God made Jesus both Lord and Christ. 
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  c. As a result they: 
   1. Believed. 
   2. Repented of their sins. 
   3. Were baptized to allow God to use His forgiveness to circumcise the 

heart. 
  d. They immediately began treating God differently: 
   1. Every day they went to the temple with new hearts. 
   2. Every day they praised the God of their salvation. 
  e. They immediately began to treat people differently.  They even sold 

property to help those in need. 
 
RESPONSES TO WHAT HAS BEEN SAID. 
A. Some possible responses: 
 1. Is your response “boring” or “indifference” - “Why couldn’t you talk about 

something more interesting this hour?” 
 2. Is your response one of rejection - “Brother Barnes, I don’t need to 

understand that stuff!” 
B. In very direct, simple terms, this is why you need to understand “this stuff.” 
 1. I am not just talking about facts.  I am not trying to be morbid. 
 2. Everyone of us will eventually die.   
  a. None of us will live in this physical body indefinitely. 
  b. Hebrews 9:27 - “And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this 

the judgment.” 
 3. Everyone of us will stand in front of Jesus Christ.   
  a. Without exception, we all will keep that appointment. 
  b. Romans 14:10-12 - “. . . For we shall all stand before the judgment seat 

of Christ. 
 For it is written: "As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, 
and every tongue shall     confess to God." 

    So then each of us shall give account of himself to God.” 
 4. When that moment comes, understanding God’s covenant will be the 

most important thing you  ever learned . . . and living in that covenant 
will be the most important thing you ever did. 

C. “Brother Barnes, I figured this religion thing out a long time ago.  All that is 
necessary is to do three things.” 
(1) “Get baptized.”  (2) Show up “at church” with some regularity.  (3) Just do 
not do any of “the bad stuff.” 

 1. My listening friends, that was Israel’s approach . . . and they were 100% 
wrong (hard-hearted wrong . . .  captivity wrong . . . destroyed wrong).  That 
is why Israel would not listen to Isaiah and Jeremiah.  That is what brought 
catastrophe. 

 2. Friends: 
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  a. It is important to understand scriptural baptism. 
  b. It is important to be baptized scripturally. 
  c. It is important to live faithful to what you have done after you have done 

it. 
 3. Let me tell you a simple way to tell if you understand your baptism. 
  a. Look at what you love. 
  b. Look at how you behave. 
  c. What you love and how you behave tell if you understand your baptism. 
 
CONCLUSION: 
A. Are you in a covenant relationship with God? 
B. You can enter that covenant relationship with god this very hour. 
 1. Romans 9:20-21 - But Isaiah is very bold and says: "I was found by those 

who did not seek Me; I was made manifest to those who did not ask for 
Me." 
 But to Israel he says: "All day long I have stretched out My hands to a 
disobedient and contrary people.” 

 2. 2 Peter 3:9 - “The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count 
slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish 
but that all should come to repentance. 

C. God’s Plan for Man’s Salvation 
 
 
 
 


