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Five Characteristics of the Saved State 
Hebrews 6:4-6 

 
INTRODUCTION: 
A.  Hebrews 6:4-6 – “For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, 

and have tasted the heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy 
Spirit, and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to 
come, if they fall away, to renew them again to repentance, since they crucify 
again for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame.” 

B. Background:   
1. The Book of Hebrews was written to Jews (Hebrew people) who had 

become Christians, but were thinking they had made a mistake and were 
considering reconverting to Judaism.  In principle, many are like them 
today. 

2. The whole book is filled with warnings against turning away from Christ.  
For example: 
a. Hebrews 2:1-4 – “Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the 

things we have heard, lest we drift away.  For if the word spoken through 
angels proved steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience 
received a just reward, how shall we escape if we neglect so great a 
salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was 
confirmed to us by those who heard Him, God also bearing witness both 
with signs and wonders, with various miracles, and gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, according to His own will?” 

b. Hebrews 3:12-14 – “Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil 
heart of unbelief in departing from the living God;  but exhort one 
another daily, while it is called "Today," lest any of you be hardened 
through the deceitfulness of sin. For we have become partakers of 
Christ if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end.” 

c. Hebrews 4:1 – “Therefore, since a promise remains of entering His rest, 
let us fear lest any of you seem to have come short of it.” 

 d. Hebrews 4:11 – “Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest  
anyone fall according to the same example of disobedience.” 

3. The clearest warning is that of our lesson text in Hebrews 6:4-6.  Herein the 
convert is confronted with the saved state to show what will be lost if he 
abandons Christ. 

 

FIVE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SAVED STATE 

A. THEY ARE “ENLIGHTENED.”  That is, they possess true knowledge and 
understanding of the gospel. 

 1. The gospel is God’s message declaring salvation. 
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  a. Is was given and written down in what we know as the New Testament. 
  b. No other revelation from God will be forthcoming in the present. 
  c. No other revelation from God will be forthcoming in the future. 
  d. God had prepared through two dispensations of Bible history and many  

hundreds of years in Bible time in order to provide the gospel. 
e. The gospel has been painstakingly prepared and blood sealed for all 

time.  It is a take it or leave it proposition, and those who take it, then 
leave it, have nothing else to go to that God will accept. 

2. They were enlightened . . . They had the knowledge and understanding . . . 
and they were throwing it all away for that which could not save their souls. 

 They were throwing away being saved in order to return to being lost. 
B. THEY “HAD TASTED OF THE HEAVENLY GIFT.”   

1. The gift of salvation in general. 
2. Ephesians 2:8-9 – “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and 

that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should 
boast.”   

3. Titus 2:11 – “For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all 
men.”  
a. Although God’s grace that brings salvation has appeared to all men, it 

does not say that all men have accepted it. 
b. Although God’s grace that brings salvation has appeared to all men, it 

does not say that all men will remain in what God has brought. 
C. THEY HAVE BECOME PARTAKERS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT and all that God wants the 

Holy Spirit to be for His people. 
1. John 7:37-39 – “On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood 

and cried out, saying, ‘If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He 
who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow 
rivers of living water.’  But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those 
believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, 
because Jesus was not yet glorified.”  What Jesus foretold they were willing 
to forego! 

2. 1 Corinthians 12:13 – “For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body 
— whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free — and have all been 
made to drink into one Spirit.” 

3. They were going to walk away from the work of the Holy Spirit. 
D. THEY HAVE “TASTED THE GOOD WORD OF GOD.” 

1. They had believed it . . . They had obeyed it . . . They had received its 
promises. 

 2. They were going to cut themselves off from all of that. 
E. THEY HAVE TASTED “THE POWERS OF THE AGE TO COME.” 

1. This refers to the already experienced resurrection from spiritual death in 
anticipation of the future redemptive resurrection of the body. 
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a. Ephesians 2:5 – “Even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ (by grace you have been saved).” 

b. Colossians 2:12-13 – “Buried with Him in baptism, in which you also 
were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised 
Him from the dead.  And you, being dead in your trespasses and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, 
having forgiven you all trespasses,” 

c. Romans 6:3-4 – “Or do you not know that as many of us as were 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?   Therefore we 
were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should 
walk in newness of life.” 

2. They would be giving up the benefits of being raised with Christ. 
   
CONCLUSION: 
A. Five Characteristics of the Saved State: 
 1. In the saved state we have enlightenment. 
 2. In the saved state we have the heavenly gift. 
 3. In the saved state are made partakers of the Holy Spirit. 
 4. In the saved state we have tasted the good Word of God. 
 5. In the saved state, we have tasted the powers of the age to come. 
B. Faithfulness to the Lord and His cause is eternally important. 
 1. Falling from grace occurs when faith in the blood of Jesus dies. 
 2. Therefore, the Hebrew writer instructs us to remember the blessings of the 

saved state. 
 3. 2 Peter 2:20-22 - “For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world 

through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again 
entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is worse for them than the 
beginning.  
 For it would have been better for them not to have known the way of 
righteousness, than having known it, to turn from the holy commandment 
delivered to them.  
 But it has happened to them according to the true proverb: ‘A dog 
returns to his own vomit," and, "a sow, having washed, to her wallowing in 
the mire.’”  

 4. Blessed is the Christian that will receive the fullness of salvation in glory. 
C. God’s Plan for Man’s Salvation 
 
 
 

 

  


