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Examining the Witnesses of the Resurrection 
1 Corinthians 15:1-8 

 

INTRODUCTION: 
A. Lesson Texts: 
 1. 1 Corinthians 15:1-8 – “Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel 

which I preached to you, which also you received and in which you stand, 
   2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I 

preached to you -- unless you believed in vain. 
   3 For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ 

died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 
   4 and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day 

according to the Scriptures, 
   5 and that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. 
   6 After that He was seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of 

whom the greater part remain to the present, but some have fallen asleep. 
   7 After that He was seen by James, then by all the apostles. 
   8 Then last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out of due 

time.” 
 2. 1 Corinthians 6:14 – “By his power God raised the Lord from the dead, and 

He will raise us also.” 
 3. 2 Corinthians 4:14 – “Because we know that the one who raised the Lord 

Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you 
in his presence.” 

 4. Romans 8:11 – “And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is 
living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your 
mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you.” 

B. If the resurrection of Christ is false, then everything in Christianity is false . . .  
 But, if the resurrection of Christ did happen, then everything in Christianity is  
 absolutely true. 

1. In the Bible, there are several witnesses who attest to the fact of the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Acts 4:33 – “With great power the apostles 
continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace 
was upon them all.” 

2. A careful examination of the witnesses will increase and strengthen our 
faith . . . It will renew and enrich our hope. 

3. Television court programs and TV judges attract millions of regular viewers 
as cases are tried as witnesses and evidence are examined. 
a. Banfield & Ford Courtside 
b. The People’s Court  
c. Divorce Court  
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d. Judge Judy 
e. Judge Joe Brown 
f. Judge Hatchett 
g. Judge Jeanine Pirro 
h. Judge Lynn Toler 
i. Judge Karen 
j. Judge Maria Lopez 
k. Judge David Young 
l. Judge Mathis 
m. Etc. 

 
REQUIREMENTS FOR ACCEPTABLE EYE-WITNESS TESTIMONY 
A. Three things must be considered to decide a case upon eyewitness testimony. 
 1. Are the witnesses honest? 
 2. Are the facts of a plain, tangible nature? 
 3. How many witnesses are involved? 
B. If one establishes these three things beyond reasonable doubt, he could have 

no better evidence in any court of law.  In fact, it is the strongest evidence 
within the power of man. 

 
THE THREE QUESTIONS MUST BE SETTLED . . . . . .  
A. Were the Witnesses Honest People? 
 1. Were those who gave their eye-witness accounts of the resurrection honest 

men? 
  a. What were they to gain by their testimony? 
   1. Did they gain large fortunes? 
   2. Were they promoted to honor or high places? 
   3. Were they given a comfortable, easy life? 
  b. Some have been k known to receive such things in exchange for  
   testimony favorable to a case. 
  c. However, the witnesses of the resurrection received only to the contrary. 

 1 Corinthians 4:9-13 – “For it seems to me that God has put us apostles 
on display at the end of the procession, like men condemned to die in 
the arena. We have been made a spectacle to the whole universe, to 
angels as well as to men.  

  10  We are fools for Christ, but you are so wise in Christ! We are 
weak, but you are strong! You are honored, we are dishonored!  

  11 To this very hour we go hungry and thirsty, we are in rags, we are 
brutally treated, we are homeless.  

  12  We work hard with our own hands.  When we are cursed, we 
bless; when we are persecuted, we endure it;  
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  13  when we are slandered, we answer kindly. Up to this moment we 
have become the scum of the earth, the refuse of the world.” 

 2. Furthermore, we ask, “Did the testimony of the witnesses agree?” 
  a. Mark said of the witnesses who testified against Jesus at His trial, “. . .  
   Their testimonies did not agree.”  Mark 14:56 
  b. When witnesses are brought into the courtroom, and the testimony of  
   some contradicts that of others, it reveals that falsehood is involved. 
  c. There is only one case where the testimony of some contradicted that of  

 others.  It comes from the soldiers who guarded the tomb.  We will 
examine that later. 

3. Also, concerning those who witnessed in behalf of the resurrection, we ask, 
“Were they willing to stand behind their testimony?” 

 a. Human nature, being what it is, some, in the face of opposition and  
 affliction, have changed their testimony . . . But not the apostles and the 

early Christians who stood behind their testimony. 
b. Nothing but an honest conviction of the truthfulness about which they 

testified could have influenced them to suffer the way they did. 
c. Notice that we are not saying that their testimony  is true because they 

suffered as a result of what they said. 
1. We know that many have suffered and died for false religions. 
2. We are simply saying that their suffering proved that they firmly  
 believed their testimony. 
3. It is not in human nature for men to suffer and die for something one  
 knows to be false and promises no earthly rewards. 

4. Thus, I believe that we have established the witnesses to be honest. 
B. What Were the facts of the Case? 
 1. Next, we inquire, “Were the facts of the resurrection of a plain, tangible  
  nature?”  There are three ways a deception would have occurred. 
  a. Had they been only partially acquainted with Jesus, they could have  
   mistaken Him for some other. 

b. If they had been absent for a long time, they could have forgotten His 
general appearance. 

c. If they did not have a fair opportunity to identify Him, they could have 
been deceived. 

 2. Fact . . . They were not partially acquainted with Him. 
  a. They had been closely associated with Him for over three years and  

would have known His walk . . . His voice . . . Color of His eyes . . . And 
even the lines on His face. 

  b. They were not away from Him for an extended period of time.  He was  
crucified on Friday and Resurrected on Sunday . . . Hardly enough time 
to erase Him from their memory. 

d. They had a fair opportunity to identify Him after He was raised. 
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1. He was in their presence.  Matthew 28:8-10;  John 20:19-20 
2. He ate with them.  Luke 24:36-43;  Acts 10:39-42  
3. They were associated with Him for a forty-day period of time.  Acts  
 1:3 
4. Eleven of them saw Him taken up into Heaven.  Acts 1:9-11 

C. How Many Witnesses were Involved? 
 1. As to the number of witnesses besides those already mentioned, on one  
  occasion Jesus was seen of above 500 brethren at one time.  1 Corinthians  
  15:6. 
 2. Consider the words of the apostle John in 1 John 1:1-4 – “That which was  

from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our 
eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, 
concerning the Word of life -- 
 2 the life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and 
declare to you that eternal life which was with the Father and was 
manifested to us -- 
 3 that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also 
may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and 
with His Son Jesus Christ. 

   4 And these things we write to you that your joy may be full.” 
 
NOTICE THE TESTIMONY OF THOSE WHO WITNESSED AGAINST THE 
RESURRECTION 
A. Let’s examine the testimony of those who guarded the tomb. 
 1. They would have had fair opportunity to state the facts of the case.   

Matthew 27:65-28:4 –  “’Take a guard,’ Pilate answered. ‘Go, make the 
tomb as secure as you know how.’  
 66 So they went and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the 
stone and posting the guard.  
 28:1 After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb.  
 2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down 
from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it.    

   3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as  
  snow.  
   4 The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like  
  dead men. “ 
 2. Note their eye-witness testimony.  Matthew 28:11-15 – “While the women 

were on their way, some of the guards went into the city and reported to the 
chief priests everything that had happened.  
 12  When the chief priests had met with the elders and devised a plan, 
they gave the soldiers a large sum of money,  
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 13  telling them, "You are to say, 'His disciples came during the night 
and stole him away while we were asleep.'  
 14  If this report gets to the governor, we will satisfy him and keep you 
out of trouble."  
 15  So the soldiers took the money and did as they were instructed. And 
this story has been widely circulated among the Jews to this very day.” 
a. In weighing their testimony, let us use the same criterion we used in 

regarding those who witnessed for the resurrection. 
b. Were these witnesses honest men? . . . . . . Was there anything 

which might cause them to give a false testimony? 
 1. We affirm they had the strongest motive to give a false testimony. 
  a. Their honor, even their very lives, were at stake.  Acts 12:18-19 
  b. They were bribed.  Matthew 28:11-15  J. W. McGarvey, in his  

 commentary “The Fourfold Gospel”, writes on page 747 regarding 
the phrase, “So they took the money, and did as they were 
taught,” said, “the lesson was short and simple; the reward, large 
and desirable.” 

   2. Were the facts of the case of a plain, tangible nature? 
    a. Anyone can see the weakness of their report.  The soldiers took  
     money to lie. 
    b. They could not have known what happened to the body if they  
     were asleep.  They should have said, “We fell asleep, and when  
     we awoke. the body was gone.” 
   3. Can we suppose that the soldiers, or those evil Jewish rulers,  
    took the body of Jesus from the tomb? 

a. No . . . Absolutely not! 
b. They were the enemies of Christianity . . . And if they had the 

body, they would have produced it to stop the spread of 
Christianity. 

   4. Can we suppose that the soldiers were right, that the disciples  
    came at night and stole the body? 

a. Peter had already denied Jesus was proved cowardly when the 
opportunity had presented itself for him to stand up for Jesus.   

b. All the disciples fled when Jesus was arrested. 
c. The apostles, and others, were in the upper room hiding behind 

locked doors for fear of the Jews. 
d. Does it not stand to reason that if the disciples had removed the 

body from the tomb, and what they were teaching about the 
resurrection was only a lie, some of them would have come 
forward and confessed it in order to save their friends from being 
persecuted or killed. 
1. They were willing to die for the truth they proclaimed. 
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2. They would not have been willing to die for something they  
 knew to be false. 

 
CONCLUSION: 
A. What is the inevitable conclusion from all of these thoughts and  
 considerations? 
 1. None other than that Jesus came forth from the grave exactly as those  
  witnesses and the holy Scriptures claim. 
 2. Death could not hold Him . . . But our hearts can! 
B. Listening friends . . . The more we investigate all the circumstances involved  
 in the resurrection of Christ, the more firmly is our faith established regarding  
 it.  He is risen . . . And I am staking my soul on that fact! . . . . . . Will you? 
C. God’s Plan for Man’s Salvation 


