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Ezra 1-6

586 - Fall of Jerusalem to Babylon;
second and final deportation; diaspora
Jews in Babylon

550-530 - Cyrus II (the Great)

538 - First wave of the return to
Jerusalem begins (groups continue to
drift back over the next century).
Zerubbabel begins rebuilding the
Temple in Jerusalem.  Samaritans
thwart their efforts; rebuilding project
halts.

539 - Fall of the Babylonian Empire
to Cyrus the Great

538 - Cyrus the Great issues Edict
of Toleration, allowing Jews to
return home.

530-522 - Cambyses II

Haggai &
Zechariah 1-8

520 - The prophets Haggai and
Zechariah call for the rebuilding of the
Temple to continue; work begins

522 - 486 - Darius 1

515 - In March, the second Temple is
finished,


