BIBLE LANDS NOTES: Caesarea 1
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An important city on the coast of Palestine. (Not to be confused with
Caesarea Philippi near Dan)
Location:

- On the fertile Plain of Sharon.

- Midway between Haifa and Tel-Aviv.

- Some twenty-three miles south of Mount Carmel.

- Seventy miles from Jerusalem.
It was begun by Herod the Great about 25 B.C. and finished in 13 B.C. It
was named for Caesar
Augustus and became the official capital of Palestine under Herod the
Great and Roman governors such as Felix and Festus. It was the capital of
Roman procurators for 300 years.
Caesarea had a Roman hippodrome (race course) that measured 1,056
feet by 264 feet and seated 20,000 spectators at once.
A stone containing the name of Pontius Pilate was uncovered here. Only
recorded reference to him outside of the Bible record.
After Saul was converted and preached in the name of Jesus Christ,
Grecians threatened his life. For safety, the Christian brethren brought
Saul to Caesarea from whence he sailed to Tarsus. Acts 9:29-30
The gospel was preached here by Philip (Acts 8:40). Paul stayed in
Philip’s home for a while. Acts 21:8
Cornelius, the Roman centurion and first Gentile convert, lived in
Caesarea. Peter came and preached the gospel to Cornelius and his
household. Acts 10:1-18
Paul twice revisited Caesarea. Acts 18:22; 21:8
Paul was later brought here as a prisoner to heard by Felix. Acts 23:23-33
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B Paul was put on trial before Festus and King Agrippa. Acts 25 & 26 King
Agrippa listed to Paul’'s sermon then said, “Almost thou persuadest me to
he a Christian” (Acts 26:28).

B From here Paul began his journey to Rome. Acts 27

B Concerning the Roman theater at Caesarea, one writer commented: “The
rulers of those times were neither the most humane nor the most refined
people in history but they knew how to build. And they knew where. The
theater is a monument to their taste and skill.”

B From the Letters of Pontius Pilate: His Arrival in Caesarea.

“Congratulate me, my friend, for | have reached my ‘province.” Wish me a
quiet and uneventful term, without rebellion, droughts or tumults, so that |
may earn promotion in some higher post than this to help make history.”




