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Caesarea Philippi 

 
 

 Not to be confused with the Caesarea located on the coastline of the 

Mediterranean Sea . . .”Caesarea By the Sea 

 A city on the northeast of the marshy plain of el-Huleh, 120 miles north of 
Jerusalem, and 20 miles north of the Sea of Galilee, at the "upper source" 
of the Jordan, and near the base of Mount Hermon. 

 Located some 50 miles southwest of Damascus. 
 It is mentioned in Matt. 16:13 and Mark 8:27 as the northern limit of our 
Lord's public ministry. According to some its original name was Baal-Gad 
(Josh. 11:17), or Baal-hermon (Judg. 3:3; 1 Chr. 5:23), when it was a 
Canaanite sanctuary of Baal. 

 It was afterwards called Panium or Paneas, from a deep cavern full of 
water near the town. This name was given to the cavern by the Greeks of 
the Macedonian kingdom of Antioch because of its likeness to the grottos 
of Greece, which were always associated with the worship of their god Pan. 

 Its modern name is Banias. 
 Here Herod built a temple, which he dedicated to Augustus Caesar. This 
town was afterwards enlarged and embellished by Herod Philip, the 
tetrarch of Trachonitis, of whose territory it formed a part, and was called by 
him Caesarea Philippi, partly after his own name, and partly after that of the 
emperor Tiberius Caesar. It is thus distinguished from the Caesarea of 
Palestine. 

 Location:   

- A beautiful area overlooking the north end of the upper Jordan River   

▪ Valley. 

- Four miles from Dan. 
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- Some 50 miles southwest of Damascus. 

- On the highway connecting Acre on the Mediterranean Sea with  

  Damascus. 

 Built on a limestone terrace in the valley at the base of Mount Hermon near 

a large spring forming one of the two main sources of the Jordan. 

 Mentioned in the Bible only in Matthew 16:13 and Mark 8:27. 

 It is probably the Baal-Gad of the Old Testament. 

                - Joshua 11:17 

                - Judges 3:3 

                 - I Chronicles 5:23 

 In New Testament times it was called Paneion, its region Paneas, until 

remodeled by Herod Philip and named for Tiberias Caesar.  Arabs do not 

have the letter “P” in their alphabet so they call it “Banias.” 

 Here Jesus asked his disciples the question of his identity and received 

Peter’s confession that lie was the Christ, the Son of God. 

 Here Jesus issued the promise about building his church. Matthew 16:18 – 

“And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My 

church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 

 Titus and Vespasian camped their armies near Caesarea Philippi during 

the Jewish revolt of 66-70 A.D. 

          

          


