LABOR DAY - “And Work, For | am with You”

“And Work, For I am With You”

Haggai 2:4; 1 Thessalonians :11-12; 2 Thessalonians 3:10-12

INTRODUCTION:
A. Lesson Texts
1. Hagga 2:4 — “Yet now be strong, Zerubbabel,' says the LORD ; 'and be
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strong, Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest; and be strong, all you
people of the land,’ says the LORD , ‘and work; for | am with you,' says the
LORD of hosts.”

1 Thessalonians 4:112 — “That you also aspire to lead a quiet life, to mind
your own business, and to work with your own hands, as we commanded
you.”

2 Thessalonians 3:10-12 — “For even when we were with you, we
commanded you this: If anyone will not work, neither shall he eat. For we
hear that there are some who walk among you in a disorderly manner, not
working at all, but are busybodies. Now those who are such we command
and exhort through our Lord Jesus Christ that they work in quietness and
eat their own bread.”

. This is the Labor Day Weekend. . . . And seemingly, Labor Day is a different

kind of holiday. While it is not a religious holiday, its concept does entail the
Biblical principle of labor and work. It is a statutory holiday . . . That is, it is
nationally mandated and observed. The first Labor Day in the United States
was observed on September 5, 1882, by the Central Labor Union of New
York. On June 28, 1894, federal legislation mandated it as a legal holiday to
be observed on the first Monday in September. Traditionally, Labor Day is
celebrated by most Americans as the symbolic end of the summer
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While we call it "Labor Day," we try to do as little labor as possible thereon.
Instead of working on that day most people have the day off.

How many people have wished you a “Happy Labor Day?”

How many Labor Day cards have you received? Apparently florists and
greeting card manufactures have not found a way to capitalize on it.

It is a challenging holiday weekend for congregations as people take to the
roadways for the last travel hurrah as summer is ending and the new
school year is begins, resulting with lower attendance numbers.

Law enforcement personnel have to deal with extra traffic and alcohol
volumes.

. Farmers still have to take care of their livestock.

. For preachers it is an opportunity to talk about work, and so we will.
ork is a very important part of God’s will for His people.

hat a blessing . . .


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Labor_Union
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Summer
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1. What a blessing for the careers of retirees who honorably labored for
decades in order to arrive at their present station in life.
2. What a blessing to have interests, knowledge, training, skills, opportunities
and adequate health in order to work
3. What a blessing to have a job, or jobs. | realize not all people have jobs.
a. Some people do not want a job and its accompanying time restrains and
accountabilities.
b. Some want something for nothing.
c. Some lack the necessary initiative and work ethic needed to stand
among the ranks of the employed.
d. Some are not able to work. Physical health, mental health, disabilities,
etc.)

E. The 15t of 4 installments of atrue story that we will develop in our study.
U.S.S. Astoria was the first U.S. cruiser ship to engage the Japanese during
the Battle of Savo Island in World War Il. It was a night action fought August
8th and 9th in 1942. Although the Astoria scored two hits on the Imperial
flagship Chokai, she was badly damaged and sank shortly after noon on
August 9th. About 2:00 that morning, a young Midwesterner, Signalman 3rd
Class Elgin Staples, was swept overboard by the blast when the Astoria’s
number one eight-inch gun turret exploded. Wounded in both legs by shrapnel
and in semi-shock, Staples was kept afloat by a narrow life belt that he
managed to activate with a simple trigger mechanism . . . . .. More of that
true story a little later!

GOD HAS ALWAYS HONORED AND PROVIDED WORK

A. God worked. Genesis 2:2 — “And on the seventh day God ended His work
which He had done, and He rested on the seventh day from all His work which
He had done.”

B. The human family worked. Genesis 2:15 — “Then the LorD God took the man
and put him in the garden of Eden to tend and keep it.”

C. Jesus worked. John 17:4 —“| have glorified You on the earth. | have finished
the work which You have given Me to do.”

D. Jesus’ birth was first told to working shepherds. Luke 2:8 — “Now there were
in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night.” These shepherds were working

E. Jesus learned a trade as a carpenter. Mark 6:3 —“Is this not the carpenter,
the Son of Mary, and brother of James, Joses, Judas, and Simon? And are
not His sisters here with us?’ . . .”

F. Jesus chose working men as His disciples.

1. Peter, Andrew, James, & John were fishermen.
2. Matthew was a tax collector.
3. The Bible doesn't tell us what Philip, Bartholomew, Thomas, Thaddeus,
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James, Thomas, and Judas did for a living.
a. Nonetheless, | think it's safe to say that they has jobs.
b. Jesus called them from their labors to become “fishers of men.”

G. The 2" of 4 installments in our true story. At around 6:00 that same
morning, Signalman 3rd Class Elgin Staples was rescued by a passing
destroyer and returned to the Astoria, whose captain was attempting to save
the cruiser by beaching her. The effort failed, and Staples, still wearing the
same life belt, found himself back in the water . ... ... .. More of that true
story shortly!!

SEE YOUR EVERYDAY WORK AS A SERVICE FOR GOD

A. Do you realize that almost everything we do affects someone else? For
example: We have food because there are farmers who planted the crop or
raised the cattle. We are the beneficiaries of their labor.

B. Jesus spent the first 30 years of his life in the little town of Nazareth helping
his earthly father out in the carpenter shop ... Why? ... Because work is
important . . .

1. Because people need houses.

2. Because people need yokes for their oxen.

3. Because people need chairs on which to sit, & tables on which to serve
their food.

C. God has prepared you, equipped you, and provided you with a opportunity to
have a job through which you can be a blessing to Him and others.

D. Your service and work is both a blessing to others and service to God. We
can serve God in the way we work & where we work every day.

E. The 3 of 4 installments in our true story. Close to 12 Noon, Navy
seaman Staples was picked up again, this time by the U.S.S. President
Jackson. He was one of 500 survivors of the battle who were evacuated to
Noumea. Safely on board the ship, for the first time, Staples
closely examined the life belt that had served him so well. It had been
manufactured by Firestone Tire and Rubber Company of Akron, Ohio, and it
bore a registration number . . . ... We’ll conclude that story in just a
moment!

YOU CAN SERVE GOD WHERE YOU WORK
A. You say, "You don’t know where | work . . . You don’t know my boss . . .
You don’t know the kind of people | have to work with . . . You don’t know the
power struggles that go on, the flirtations, the cursing . . . You don’t know the
dirty stories that are told and the pornography that is passed around."
1. Ephesians 6:5-6, is a passage that | think is very appropriate today. It is
addressed to slaves, but the closest thing to them today are workers like
you & me. So let’s substitute the word, "worker," for "slave" & listen to what
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God has to say. Listen carefully: "Workers, obey your earthly masters with
respect & fear, & with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ.
Obey them not only to win their favor when their eye is on you, but like
slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart.”

2. Now that’s interesting. He's saying, "Even though your boss is a two-
legged monster who is about as pagan as anyone you’ve ever seen, do
your work for him as though you are doing it for Christ."

a. Joseph worked in a pagan environment (Egypt) . . . He remained faithful.
b. Daniel worked in a pagan environment (Babylon) . . . He remained
faithful.

Please remember:

1. God put work into your life; He expects you to put life into your work.
2. Christians are not called to merely endure change, nor to profit by it, but to
cause it. Your work is a captive audience as to the presence of Christ in

you. Christis in your workplace through being in you.

3. Alot of people look for employment . . . Very few look for work.
4. Your work is a great commentary on yourself.
5. The dictionary is the only place where success comes before work.
6. Ecclesiastes 9:10 — “What ever your hand finds to do, do it with your
might.”
CONCLUSION:
A. We have observed:

B.

C.

D.

1. God has always honored and provided work.

2. See your everyday work as a service to God.

3. You can serve God where you work.

The 4" and final installment in our true story now, the rest of the story.

Given home leave, Navy seaman Staples told his story and asked his mother,

who worked for Firestone, about the purpose of the number on the belt. She

replied that the company insisted on personal responsibility for the war effort,

and that the number was unique and assigned to only one inspector. Staples

remembered everything about the lifebelt, and quoted the number. It was his

mother’s personal code and affixed to every item she was responsible for

approving. Do you suppose Mrs. Staples was glad that she had performed

well on the job? It ended up saving the life of her son.

1. One never knows just how important each day’s work may be.

2. Something one may do today in their work may bear precious long term in
the future.

3. God can use your work efforts to bless both you and others . . . Let Him!

A good rule of thumb in your work . . . If you do not have time to do it right,

when will you have time to do it over?

For Christians in a workplace, permit me to make four suggestions for making
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a difference in your workplace and among your co-workers.

1. DON’T BRAG. Don’t go to work & brag about how wonderful your
Christian life is. Don’t brag about how righteous you are & how much sin
you have overcome, & how you used to drink & carouse & be unfaithful, but
now you are a model husband or wife & you don’t drink anymore. Don’t
brag. That will only turn them off.

2. Secondly, DON’T NAG. Don’t carry a big Bible under your arm, & every
time somebody cusses pull it out & say, "Look here. It says, "Thou shalt not
swear.™ Every time they brag about what a hangover they have, don'’t pull it
out & say, "Look, it says, "All drunkards are going to hell.” Don’t do that.”

3. So don’t brag, & don’t nag, & DON’T LAG. As a Christian it is important for
you to do your work & do it well, to set an example for others, to be there
on time, maybe even early, to do your job & maybe a little bit of their job if
they’re falling behind, to help them out in any way you possibly can. If
you're lazy, if you're slothful on the job, then that’s a poor testimony for the
Lord. So do your job & do it well, as if you are doing it for Christ.”

4. “Fourthly, DON’T SAG. Be really careful not to go back to your old way of
life. Be really careful not to listen to their language & start to use it yourself.
Be really careful not to see the bright lights of a far country & be enticed.
Make sure you keep your eyes fixed on Jesus.”

Don't BRAG ... Don't NAG ... DON'T LAG ... Don't SAG
D. Remember:

1. Many have full pockets but empty souls . . . Full hands and empty souls. . .
Busy lives and a meaningless existence.

2. Many are rich in the things of this earth, but we are poor in the things that
are eternal.

E. Question: If you worked for your employer the way you worked for God, how
long would you hold your job?

1. Be thankful for your work.

2. Be thankful for your income.

¢ |If you woke up this morning with more health than illness ,be grateful.
Millions won’t survive the week.

¢ If you have never experienced the danger of battle, the loneliness of
Imprisonment, the agony of torture or the pangs of starvation, be
grateful. Over 20 million people around the world are currently
experiencing these.

¢ |If you attend a church meeting without fear of harassment, arrest,
torture, or death, be grateful. Almost three billion people in the world
do not have this freedom.

e If you have food in your refrigerator, clothes on your back, a roof over
your head and a place to sleep, money in the bank, in your wallet, or
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some spare change in a dish someplace, you are among the top 8%
of the world’s wealthy . . . Be grateful.
¢ If you can hold someone’s hand, hug them or even touch them on the
shoulder, thank God--because you are able to offer God’s healing
touch.
¢ If you hold up your head with a smile on your face, praise God. If you
have a reason to get out of bed in the mornings---any kind of work to
do, consider this a blessing.
Do your work to the best of your ability.
Be helpful to your fellow workers.
Allow God to use you and your work for His honor and glory.
Hagga 2:4 — “Yet now be strong, Zerubbabel,' says the LORD ; ‘and be
strong, Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest; and be strong, all you
people of the land,' says the LORD , '‘and work; for | am with you,' says
the LorRD of hosts.”
F. God’s Plan for Man’s salvation
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