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(16) Menahem 
 

BIBLICAL RECORD:   

• 2 Kings 15:16-22 

• 1st reference:  2 Kings 15:14 

• Last reference:  2 Kings 15:23 

• Mentioned 8 times in the Bible 
POSITION: 

• 16th King in the Northern Kingdom of Israel 
DYNASTY:  9 dynasties totaling 19 kings 

• 7th of 9 dynasties in the Northern Kingdom.  

• Founder of Israel’s 7th dynasty (Menaem & Pekahiah) 
REIGN: 

• 10 years 

• 747-742  B.C. 
CHARACTER: 

• Bad 
DEATH:  

• 2 Kings 15:23 – “So Menahem rested with his fathers.  Then Pekahiah his son reigned in his 
place.” 

FAMILY: 

• Son of Gad 
RULER(s) IN THE SOUTHERN KINGDOM:   

• Azariah/Uzziah (52), 10th King in the Southern Kingdom of Judah 

• Became King during the 39th year of Azariah’s reign. 
PROPHET(s): 

• Hosea 
FACTS: 

• 1st king in Israel’s 7th dynasty. 

• Guilty of savage cruelty, for he smote and ripped open the pregnant women, and in so doing 
was copying the cruelty of the Syrian Jazael in       2 Kings 8:12 – “Why is my lord [Elisha] 
weeping?" asked Hazael. "Because I know the harm you will do to the Israelites," he 
answered. "You will set fire to their fortified places, kill their young men with the sword, dash 
their little children to the ground, and rip open their pregnant women.” 

• Menahem gave money (tribute) to the Assyrians to help strengthen his own hold on the 
Northern Kingdom.  He paid tribute to Tiglathpileser III, the king of Assyria.  In the Assyrian 
King, Tiglath-Pileser III’s annals, this is recorded about his victory over Israel:  “As for 
Menahem, terror overwhelmed him . . . he fled and submitted to me . . . silver, colored, 
woolen garments, linen garments . . . I received as his tribute.” 
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• Menahem died in peace, a rarity for a Northern Kingdom king at this time. 

 
 


