Southern Kingdom Kings of Israel — Jeroboam |

U)]{ehoboam

BIBLICAL RECORD:
1 Kings 11:43 - 12:25
2 Chronicles 9:31 - 12:16
1t reference: 1 Kings 11:23
Last reference: 2 Chronicles 13:7
Mentioned 50 times in the Bible
POSITION.:
e |srael's 4t King and the 1stKing in the Southern Kingdom of Judah
REIGN:
o 17 years
e 931-914B.C.
CHARACTER:
e Mostly Bad
DEATH:
e 2 Chronicles 12:16 — “So Rehoboam rested with his fathers, and was buried in the City of
David. Then Abijah his son reigned in his place.”
FAMILY:
e Grandson of David
e Father was Solomon
e Mother was Naamah, an Ammonite princess
o Wife was Maacah, daughter of Absalom, “. .. whom he loved more than any of his other
wives and concubines .. ." 2 Chronicles 11:21
e Rehoboam had 18 wives . .. 60 concubines . .. 28 sons . . . 60 daughters. 2 Chronicles
11:21. Had seen this in his father, Solomon: 1 Kings 11:3 — “He [Solomon] had seven
hundred wives of royal birth and three hundred concubines, and his wives led him astray.’
o Father of Abijah/Abijam (3 years), the 2n King in the Southern Kingdom of Judah.
RULER(s) IN THE NORTHERN KINGDOM:
e Jeroboam | (22), the 1stKing of the Northern Kingdom of Israel
PROPHET(s):
e Shemaiah
OBSERVATIONS:
e Tennyson: “The king who fights his people fights himself.”
FACTS:
e Rehoboam was 41 when he began to reign. 2 Chronicles 12:13

o The Israelites met with Rehoboam at Shechem and requested that he lighten their load. 1
Kings 12:1-4
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He rejected the advice from the elders and accepted the advice from the young men that
had grown up with him, and three days later relayed his decision to the people. 1 Kings
12:5-15
The kingdom divided.

- 1Kings 12:16 - “. . . What share do we have in David, what part in Jesse’s son? To

your tents, O Israel! Look after your own house, O David!”
- 1Kings 12:17 - “So Israel has been in rebellion against the house of David to this
day.”

1 King 12:18 — “King Rehoboam sent out Adoniram who was in charge of forced labor, but
all Israel stoned him to death.”
2 Chronicles 11:12 = “. .. So Judah and Benjamin were his.
2 Chronicles 11:13-14 — “The priests and Levites from all their districts throughout Israel
sided with him. The Levites even abandoned their pasturelands and property, and came to
Judah and Jerusalem because Jeroboam and his sons had rejected them as priests of the
LORD.”
2 Chronicles 11:16-17 — “Those from every tribe of Israel who set their hearts on seeking
the LORD , the God of Israel, followed the Levites to Jerusalem to offer sacrifices to the LORD
, the God of their fathers. They strengthened the kingdom of Judah and supported
Rehoboam son of Solomon three years, walking in the ways of David and Solomon during
this time.”
Apparently after the first three years of his reign, “After Rehoboam's position as king was
established and he had become strong, he and all Israel with him abandoned the law of the
LorD.” 2 Chronicles 12:1
Because of his unfaithfulness, God allowed Shishak, king of Egypt, to attack Jerusalem
during the 5t year of Rehoboam’s reign. 2 Chronicles12:2
Because Rehoboam humbled himself, God made it easier for Judah. 2 Chronicles 12:7-8
2 Chronicles 12:8 - “They will, however, become subject to him, so that they may learn the
difference between serving me and serving the kings of other lands.”
Shishak carried off the treasures of the temple, treasures from the royal palace, including
the royal shield Solomon had made (2 Chronicles 9:16). 2 Chronicles 12:9
Rehoboam made bronze shields to replace the gold shields Shishak had taken, 2
Chronicles 12:10-11
2 Chronicles 12:15 =", .. There was continual warfare between Rehoboam and Jeroboam.”

LESSONS FROM HIS LIFE & REIGN:

When God is forsaken, fenced cities avail nothing.

"A hothead starts fights; a cool-tempered person tries to stop them" (Proverbs 15:18).
Scripture's most tragic example of this is seen in Rehoboam's senseless answer to Israel's
northern leaders, which triggered the civil war (1 Kings 12:1-16).

When seeking advice, we should value the voice of experience (1 Kings 12:1-16)

2 Chronicles 12:12 - “. . . Indeed, there was some good in Judah.”
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KEY PASSAGE(s):
e 2 Chronicles 12:1 - "But when Rehoboam was firmly established and strong, he abandoned
the law of the LORD , and all Israel followed him in this sin"

e 2 Chronicles12:14......
- NKJV - “And he did evil, because he did not prepare his heart to seek the LORD.”
- NIV - “He did evil because he had not set his heart on seeking the LORD.”
- HCSB - “Rehoboam did what was evil, because he did not determine in his heart to

seek the LORD.”



