Music Historians and the Non-Use of
Instrumental Music in Worship -

H DR. CURT SACHS, of Columbia University, and one of the most

eminent musicologists of our time

»“All ancient Christian music was vocal.”

B JOSEPH BINGHAM, from his book, Antiquities of the Church

» Music in the church is as ancient as the Apostles; but instrumental music is not.”

B JOHN WESLEY

» | have no objection to the organ in our chapel, provided it is neither seen nor heard.”

B JOHN CALVIN, Calvin’s Commentary on the, Twenty-Third Psalm

»“Musical instruments in celebrating the praises of God would be no more suitable than
the burning of incense, the lighting of lamps, and the restoration of the other shadows
of the law.”

B ADAM CLARKE, Clarke’s Commentary, Vol. IV, p. 686

| am an old man, and an old minister; and here i declare that | never knew them
(musical instruments) productive of any good in the worship of God; and have had a
reason to believe that they were productive of much evil. Music, as a science, | esteem
and admire; but instruments of music in the house of God, | abominate and abhor.”
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