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Can You Recommend Your Religion in 

Light of the Scriptures? 
1 Peter 3:15 

 
INTRODUCTION: 
A. This is the second in a series of lessons concerning some serious questions 

about your religion. 
B. The first lesson asked this question? Are you dissatisfied with your religion? 
 1. Literally millions of people are dissatisfied with their religion. 
   2. Many of these dissatisfied people are looking around for another religion. 
 3. Can you recommend your religion to them? 
C. This question might appear to you to be out of place, but I believe it is indeed 

a timely one.  We take too much for granted.  We had rather drift with the 
crowds, rather than put forth the effort to see for sure whether or not we stand 
with Christ. 

D. If your religion is worth dying for, then certainly it is worth recommending.  If it 
is worth recommending, then certainly it is worth examining. 

E. David  said in “Psalm 66:16 – “Come and hear, all you who fear God, And I 
will declare what He has done for my soul.” 
1.  This was the Psalmist’s way of saying, “I can honestly recommend my  
 religion to the whole world!” 

 2.  What about you; can you recommend yours? 
F. It goes without saying, and I think most of us would agree, that some religions  
 in the world aren’t worth recommending. They are: vain, shallow, empty,  
 inadequate and contradictory. 
 1. Perhaps it has never dawned upon us that ours might be in that class. 
     2. Some have never stopped to find out. 
G. Whether one realizes it or not, he is each day either recommending his 

religion or renouncing it as not being worth the efforts. A man shows day by 
day, through his speech and actions, what kind of recommendation he places 
on his religion. 

 1. Last week we asked, Are you dissatisfied with your religion? 
 2. Today we ask, Can you recommend your religion in light of the Scriptures. 
 3.  Next week we will ask, Can you recommend your religion by the way you  
  live? 
 4.  Two weeks from now we will ask, Can you recommend your religion by the  
  way you support it? 
 5.  Three weeks from now we will ask, Can you recommend your religion by  
  the way it works for you? 

6. Four weeks from now we will conclude our questions by asking, Do you  
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 need to change your religion? 
 

Can You Recommend Your Religion in Light of the 

Scriptures? 
A. Here are two questions: 
 1. Can you prove your religion? 
 2. Goes God approve it? 
B. God cannot approve a religion that cannot be proved by His Word. 
 1 Peter 3:15 – “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be  
 ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope  
 that is in you, with meekness and fear.” 
 1. What answer would you be able to give to him who asked you for a reason 

of the hope that is within you? 
 2. You cannot let a parent . . . forefather . . . friend . . . or neighbor give that 

answer for you. 
 3. Galatians 6:5 – “For each one shall bear his own load [burden].” 
C. Note these passages: 
 1. 1 Thessalonians 5:21 – “Prove [test] all things; hold fast what is good. 
 2. 1 John 4:1 – “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits,  
  whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into  
  the world.” 
 3. 2 Corinthians 13:5 – “Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the 

faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in 
you? -- unless indeed you are disqualified.” 

 4. 2 Timothy 2:15 – “ 
NOTE:  If these passages teach anything, they teach that we dare not take 
another’s word for a thing, religiously, but we take our bibles to see 
“whether these things spoken were so” (Acts 17:11).   The Bereans did just 
that, for they wanted to have a religion that they wholeheartedly 
recommend. 

D. Jesus said in Matthew 15:8-9 – “These people draw near to Me with their  
 mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their heart is far from Me. 

 And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of 
men.’” 

E. The Bible teaches in 2 John 9 – “Whoever transgresses and does not abide in 
the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of 
Christ has both the Father and the Son.”  We must keep in mind that “the Lord 
knows those who are His.”  2 Timothy 2:19. 

F. Man might be deceived . . . But God cannot be deceived.  He keeps an 
accurate record of those who truly belong to Him.  One might  be tempted to  
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accurate record of those who truly belong to him.  One might be tempted to 
argue with God, but he cannot change the record, nor alter the divine 
arrangement.  God’s word must be reckoned with. 

G. Christ will say to some, “I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice 
lawlessness!”  Matthew 7:23 

H. John 8:31-32 – “Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, "If you 
abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 

  And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." 
I. Now, in checking your religion, do you have the Lord’s word for everything you 

practice and preach?  If not, something is wrong with that religion.  Let 
Thomas be a good example to you in this matter of making sure of your 
beliefs. 

J. As long as I can remember, Thomas has been called a doubter.  The Bible 
doesn’t so refer to him. Hear the facts relating to him.  In John 20, we have the 
account. Based upon the evidence we have in that chapter, I believe it is 
unfair to Thomas to refer to him as a doubter. 

 1. Jesus met with His disciples following His resurrection.  They met behind 
locked doors for fear of the Jews.  On that occasion, “. . . He showed them 
His hands and His side . . .”  John 20:20.   

 2. Verse 24 tells us “Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not 
with them when Jesus came.” 

  Verse 25 tells us, “The other disciples therefore said to him, ‘We have seen 
the Lord.’ So he said to them, ‘Unless I see in His hands the print of the 
nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into His 
side, I will not believe.’” 

 3.  Stop and reason for a moment.  The other disciples had some first-hand 
information that Thomas did not have.  Now, he was absent on that 
occasion, and why, we don’t know.  The fact is, Thomas was not present to 
see the evidence Jesus Presented.  Thomas was the kind of man that 
would not believe just anything. He had to have the proof, or convincing 
testimony. 

 4.  Had not Thomas, along with the other disciples, been warned: 
  a. Matthew 7:15 – “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's  
   clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves.” 
  b. Matthew 24:4-5 – “And Jesus answered and said to them: "Take heed  
   that no one deceives you. 

  For many will come in My name, saying, 'I am the Christ,' and will 
deceive many.”          

    5. Thomas had seen his Lord die only a few days before.  It was a scene he 
could not easily forget. No doubt, the warnings of Jesus about false Christs 
were still fresh on his mind. He may have thought of some of these 
warnings when the disciples said, “We have seep the Christ.” 
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 6. Observe Thomas’ reasoning. He had in his mind two marks of identification  
 for which he would look when one claimed to be the risen Christ. He said, “I 

won’t believe until I see those identifying marks.”  They were:  The nail 
prints in His hands; and, (2) The scar in His side. So that he would be sure, 
he not only wanted to see these, but feel them as well. 

          
K. Is there anything wrong with Thomas’ reasoning?  Suppose a man discovers 

that his automobile has been stolen.  Upon turning in the proper report to the 
authorities, they ask, what make, what color, what body style, etc.  Would the 
owner of the car take these questions to indicate doubt on the part of the 
authorities that his car was missing. Certainly not, rather, he would understand 
them to mean marks of identification, since there are so many cars, they 
needed to know which one belonged to him. 

L. One week later, Christ met again with His disciples  behind the same locked 
doors. This time Thomas was present.  Jesus said to Thomas in John 20:27 – 
“Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, 
and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing.” 

M. When Thomas saw the marks for which he was looking, he answered and 
 said, “My Lord and my God.” (verse 28), as if to say, “Now I believe.”  The  

closing verse of this chapter is for our admonition:  “But these are written that 
you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing 
you may have life in His name.” (verse 31) 

          
CONCLUSION: 
          
A. Let’s be as cautious as Thomas, but let’s be as yielding to testimony as was  

He was.  Why not, in reading the Bible, discover certain marks of identification 
regarding the Lord’s Church, and look for the church today bearing those 
same marks of identification. 

B. Can you recommend your religion in light of the Scriptures? 
 1. What you recommend your religion in light of the Scriptures? 
   2. What about the name you wear religiously? 
 3. What about the items and form of worship in which you engage? 
     4. What about the church of which you are a member? 
 5. What about its teachings regarding how to be saved? 
C. Don’t be deceived, but be sure that you are a member of the church you can 

read about in the New Testament. 
D.  I can recommend mine to you without any hesitation whatsoever. You can  
 read about it in the Bible. 
E. God’s Plan for Man’s Salvation.  
          

 


