
BIBLE LANDS NOTES:  Bethlehem 1 

Bethlehem 

    

 

 Bethlehem means “House of Bread.” 

 A town in the hill country of Judea, 

- located about five and-one-half to six miles southwest of Jerusalem. 

- About a mile east of the Hebron road. 

 One of the very early towns of Palestine, and in many respects is  

                second only to Jerusalem in Biblical interest. 

 Mentioned in both the Old & New Testaments. 

 The first mention of Bethlehem in the Bible is in relation to Rachel’s death. 

Genesis 35:19— “And Rachel died, and was buried in the way to Ephrath, 

which is Bethlehem.” 

 It existed as early as the time of Jacob and was originally called Ephrath. 

 It was the home of Boaz in whose fields Ruth gleaned of the harvest.   

Ruth 2 

 David was born here, and here Samuel anointed him as the future king of 

Israel.  1 Samuel 16:4-13 

 Three mighty men broke into the Philistine camp, drew water from the well 

next to the gate, and took it to David. Because they had risked their lives 

for it, David refused to drink it, pouring it out on the ground to the Lord.   

2 Samuel 23:13-17 

 Bethlehem was re-inhabited after the Babylonian captivity.  Ezra 2:21 

 Bethlehem is best known as the town where Jesus was born. Joseph and 

Mary traveled to the city of David, during the days of Syrian governor 

Quirinius, to he taxed, and while they were there 
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- Jesus was born of Mary in a stable. Matthew 2;  Luke 2:1-10 

- Church building over the cave is the oldest church in the holy land.   

  Construction began in 326 A.D. 

- 170’ long by 80’ wide 

- The cave (grotto) is rectangular in shape. 10’ x 40’ 

- On the east is the place of birth marked by a silver star inscribed in  

  Latin, “Here Jesus was born of the virgin Mary.”  The star was installed   

  in 1717. 

 After the birth of Jesus, Magi came to Bethlehem to worship him. Herod 

ordered all male babies under two years of age to be killed.  Matthew 2:1-
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